
 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER DECISION 
POST ENGAGEMENT FINAL DECISION 

 
Report subject  Darby’s Lane Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) 

Decision maker Cllr Mike Greene (Portfolio Holder for Transport and 
Sustainability) 

Proposed decision To extend the experimental closure of Darby’s Lane for review 
and decision after 3 months of further operation, and, to 
expand the experiment to include a new closure of Kingsbere 
Rd at its junction with Hennings Park Road by Experimental 
Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) with a further review after 6 
months of operation and consultation. 

Proposed decision 
publication date  

21 July 2021 

Engagement period Following the publication of the proposed decision, interested 
parties were invited to comment on the proposal for a period of five-
clear days from 21 July 2021 to 11 August 2021 inclusive. The 
initial period of engagement to 29 July was extended to 11 August 
2021 to allow interested parties to make representations at the 
request of the Portfolio Holder. 

Comments received A total of 114 responses were received to the proposed decision 
via the online representations form. All responses were provided to 
the Portfolio Holder for consideration before reaching this final 
decision. 
A full schedule of all responses received is appended to this 
decision record. 

Decision taken by the 
Portfolio Holder for 
Transport and 
Sustainability 

The engagement period was extended at my request to allow 
more time for comments to be received on my provisional 
decision. I have previously expressed my discomfort with the 
fact the original closure was introduced without sufficient pre-
consultation and I was not prepared for the same thing to 
happen with the amendment included here. 
I have carefully reviewed all the comments made during the 
extended engagement period and I confirm my original 
decision with amendment. In view of the extra time taken to 
engage, the planned further review and consultation on the 
Darby’s Lane Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) 
will be reduced from 3 to 2 months to allow for a final decision 



 

to be processed within the maximum 18 month legal period 
permitted for an ETRO. 
I confirm that Kingsbere Road will be closed as per the original 
decision paper by a separate ETRO on an experimental basis. 
The public will also be invited to comment on this measure 
and a review will be undertaken after, at latest, 6 months, 
however I reserve my option to remove this measure before 
the 6 months is elapsed if considered appropriate. As with the 
Darby’s Lane ETRO, I note the maximum possible trial period 
is 18 months. 
It appears that a lot of the concerns raised during the 
engagement feedback are about the potential for additional 
traffic on Pound Lane. I have asked that, if possible, 
information on traffic flows in Pound Lane is collected before 
and during the Kingsbere Road experimental closure so that I 
can consider that impact as part of a future review. 
In reaching this decision, as with other ETROs, I have relied 
heavily on the view of local ward councillors, who should 
know the area they represent best. In this case the Oakdale 
Ward councillors are very strongly in favour of retaining the 
Darby's Lane closure and introducing this further closure in 
Kingsbere Road. 

Date of final decision 12 August 2021 

Call-in and urgency: Subject to any urgency provisions which shall be identified, this 
decision will not come into force, and may not be implemented, until 
the expiry of 5 clear working days after the decision was made, 
recorded and published. 
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PORTFOLIO HOLDER DECISION 
DARBY’S LANE EXPERIMENTAL TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER (ETRO) 
SCHEDULE OF REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED VIA ONLINE FORM 
(Text is displayed as entered by the respondent and may include grammatical or typographical errors) 

 

 

No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

1 Julia Fry BH15 3RA  Object. The scheme was questionable to start with and now the further closure of more perfectly 
good roads is ridiculous. The council are making this very hard for locals to get about with ease. 
You are only going to displace the traffic onto other routes and create a traffic build up. I imagine 
Pound Lane will be used more and other roads off that. Stating it will lower emissions is ludicrous. 
You are making people drive further to get where they need to be and also cars will be stationary 
for longer due to the build up of traffic on the main roads. I fail to see how even the residents of 
the closed streets are happy with this. The council appear to be ploughing ahead with total 
disregard to the many objections it receives. I live on Dorchester Road which is already a busy 
road and this will impact us. We have children who walk to school and I feel that these kind of 
actions the council are taking are endangering pedestrians not protecting them. I own a car, I 
walk and I also cycle around my area and can honestly say that the road closures have done 
nothing in aiding me as a driver, walker or cyclist. The council have only caused more 
unnecessary problems. All these completely potty road closures around Poole should be 
cancelled. There has been no logical reasoning behind these closures and I urge you to 
reconsider yet another problem for residents. 

2 Paul Bradley BH15 3RS  Please implement / extend the LTNS.  

3 Lucie Allen BH13 7PP BH Active 
Travel 

BH Active Travel fully supports the Darby's Lane LTN filter, particularly as this forms part of one 
of the TCF cycle routes.  Without it, there would need to be a segregated cycle lane along 
Darby's Lane, and BHAT would rather this money were used elsewhere where the need was 
greater.  BHAT also supports and really welcomes the addition of the Kingsbere Road filter and 
are delighted to see BCP Council being supportive of an implementation of an LTN/filter, to stop 
rat running, following a request from local residents in that road.  Bravo BCP Council, more of this 
please! 

4 Colin Byrne  BH15 3SH  The new closure, to motor vehicles, of Kingsbere Rd at its junction with Hennings Park Road is a 
brilliant idea and should have been included with the initial Darby lane proposal ( which I fully 
support). Both my children walked to Poole high school using this route, along with many others. 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

My daughter will continue to do so. We cycle and run to Poole Park using Kingsbere and Harbour 
hill Rd, St Mary’s , Garland Road through to Birds Hill. I find cars regularly speed through 
Kingsbere Rd, using it as a rat run. I drive, walk and cycle around this area and believe it will 
create safe walking and cycling routes for all the local schools, with minimal impact on traffic. We 
need to make more of these simple changes to improve active travel to schools, parks and town 
centres. 

5 Gill Tuttiett  BH15 3DE  N/A Through closing Kingsbere Rd it will cause there to be more traffic using Dorchester Rd which is 
already very busy and a bit like a race track. Can not see what this is going to achieve. For 
example refuge collections or emergency services, how would they access the Rd when needed? 
I strongly disagree with this going ahead.  

6 Andy Storey BH18 9NX  Support this LTN.  It would allow me to cycle to work more safely  

7 Kieron Butler BH15 3PU  N/A Another ridiculous road closure which will just make traffic find an alternative route and push the 
problem to another area. The Closure of Darbys Lane is another failure which ensures that traffic 
on Dorchester road is backed up to the mini roundabout. Darbys lane is hardly used at all by 
cyclists and this road, when open ensured reduced congestion on Dorchester Road going to 
Poole. The only traffic calming measure you got right was the closure of the railway bridge at 
Beta, which you re-opened for some reason??? Also using Covid-19 is no longer an excuse to 
penalise motorists anymore!! 

8 Rosalyn Maple BH15 3QZ  I have no particular opinion on Darby's Lane although I think it's closure was a mistake that has 
had significant knock-on traffic congestion at the Oakdale Lights. I'm assuming this will be 
rectified once the Council sadly move adult education and build houses on the site. It is very 
obvious to anyone trying to turn right from the main Wimborne Road and up Dorchester Road 
from the lights that there is not enough time to do it on the light change and only 3 cars get 
through at a time. 
I completely object to the Kingsbere road closure for the following reasons: 
1/. this is pandering to a very small no. of Oakdale residents without considering the effect it will 
have on a much greater no. of residents on Pound Lane and Dorchester Road. 
2/. It is very well known in the area that Kingsbere residents have wanted road changes for very 
many years and this cannot be disguised as anything other than vote collecting by various 
individuals. 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

3/, Local Councillors have not treated all Oakdale residents equally . The notification of this 
change was leaflet distributed to only Kingsbere and a few others at the start of July and only 
through local grapevine has anyone else found out about it prior to your 7 day notification on BCP 
website on 21 July. There are many residents on Pound Lane, Hennings Park and Dorchester 
Road who have no idea this is proposed. 
4/. There has been no or insultingly little attempts to control traffic volume and speed on both 
Pound Lane and Dorchester Road. I am aware that St Mary's School are pushing (and have been 
pressing for a significant time) for a crossing on Pound Lane given the increased concern about 
children crossing the road for St Mary's and Longfleet schools. If Kingsbere is shut the traffic 
volume increases on Pound Lane making it even more difficult to cross. I fail to understand why 2 
local Oakdale Councillors who are so concerned about ecology and bikes cannot put their weight 
behind protecting local primary school age children and giving them a safe place to cross the 
road. If half the effort that has gone into supporting Kingsbere had gone into controlling traffic on 
Pound Lane and Dorchester Road then we would ALL be living on much better and safer roads 
and possibly using our bikes as a result. 
5/. I am fairly sure that Kingsbere will find themselves, once they become a no -through road, 
becoming a car park and turning circle. 
6/. Contrary to popular belief the majority of parked cars in Kingsbere and Pound Lane are cars 
parked between 6 and 7am in the morning (I have regularly witnessed this) - and parked for the 
day whilst they work at the hospital. Probably because the hospital has no staff parking or it is too 
expensive. School parking is temporary only and if the facility to park and leave your car all day 
on Pound Lance or Kingsbere was removed then there would be much less of an issue and 
Kingsbere would have improved traffic quality because the road wouldn't be blocked with parked 
cars (unless residents are effectively blocking their own road with their own parked cars!) 
7/. As previously mentioned the infrastructure at Fernside Rd turn into Pound Lane. Wimborne Rd 
turn into Dorchester Rd and Pound Lane into Dorchester Rd at the top of Dorchester Rd is too 
weak at the moment to support the closure of another through road in the area. If there has been 
a marked increase in traffic using Kingsbere because of the closure of Darby's Lane then perhaps 
Darby's Lane should be reopened whilst council seriously consider all options for Oakdale traffic 
issues rather than haphazardly responding to the demands of a very few residents and short 
sighted Councillors with their own agendas to have everyone on a bike. All very lovely in theory 
but totally impractical unless you start controlling speeds in the area. 
8/. There is clear evidence from your own statistical analysis of feedback regarding Darby's Lane 
closure that clearly shows an overwhelming view that the measure is ineffective. 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

9 Laura Hill BH15 3PU   I feel that it is not necessary to close Kingsbere Road. There is already a closure at Hennings 
Park road and this will lead to so much more traffic on surrounding roads which does not seem 
fair on residents there. It will not mean there is less traffic on the roads it will just re-route the 
traffic onto other already busy roads. Why should Kingsbere roads be able to have less traffic on 
their road but Pound Lane residents and Fernside Road residents have more? Kingsbere road is 
not a cul-de-sac and to make it one at the detriment of surrounding roads is irresponsible and 
unfair.  
It will not make the roads safer for cyclists either as they will have to join pound lane or 
Dorchester road neither of which have cycle lanes and both of which will be even busier if you 
close Kingsbere. 

10 Sheridan BH15 3PU   By closing Kingsbere Road you will put more pressure on Pound Lane and the surrounding 
roads. It didn’t make sense to close Darbys Lane for the same reasons and the only closure that 
made sense was the Keyhole Bridge, although this is one of the only decisions you overturned. 
Pound Lane is a well known rat run and many motorists speed up there. By closing Kingsbere the 
pressure will be worse and please consider there is a school on Pound Lane. Making cars go 
past this all the time rather than using Kingsbere will add the danger to children and motorists. 
Let’s apply some common sense and stop these silly decisions you are making. Incidentally- you 
haven’t publicized this consideration very well and this is yet another attempt of the council to get 
things pushed through under the radar. 

11 Benjamin Pratt BH15 3PU   Why? I don’t understand the basis for the proposal (and what feels like a slightly underhanded 
approach to adding Kingsbere to Darbys Lane proposal). There is no well articulated point. Is it 
safety? Traffic flow? Or does someone on Kingsbere want to live in a Cul De Sac? Strongly 
opposed.  

12 M Hill BH15 3PU  I do not agree with the proposal to close Kingsbere Road. I believe it is restricting access for 
emergency service routes, adding to fuel consumption by diverting traffic further around the area 
and prohibiting access for residents to be able to minimise their carbon footprint by taking the 
most efficient routes. I am deeply concerned about how the consultation process has been very 
limited and not widely known by many residents. I would also be interested in what consultations 
have taken place with the 3 Emergency Services as many of the ETROs will be impacting on 
their ability to respond and serve the public. 

13 Judith Adams BH15 3PU   I do feel the closure of Kingsbere Road is a mistake. It will take more traffic up Pound Lane past 
the rear school entrance for St Mary’s. This is very busy at times and has lots of Side roads 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

coming into Pound Lane. There are also several children Who walked up Dorchester Road on 
their way to and from St Edwards school. Please have a rethink. 

14 Ben P BH15 3PU   Hi there, 
I just want to formally object to the Darbys Lane and Kingsbere closures. 
Now Kingsbere is added and looking at the estimated changes in traffic flow it makes no sense to 
a lay person such as me. 
Traffic will naturally have to travel the full extent of Pound Lane; forcing more past the Pound 
Lane entrance/ exit of St Mary’s School.  
There will also be more predicted traffic at the junction with Dorchester Road and Pound Lane. 
Already a bottle neck for vehicles and a busy crossing point for children attending St Edwards. 
After reading the proposal it is striking to me that there is no obvious justification. As a parent I 
worry about the speed of most drivers, but cars can be slowed down along Kingsbere by other 
means without forcing a closure of an alternative route (can’t wait for Pound Lane’s next 
roadworks with Kingsbere inevitably closed).  
Thanks, 
Ben 

15 Mark Williams BH15 2EG   The congestion leading to the new in at 4pm is ridicules  leading to higher pollution to all 
pedestrians including school children and residents  

16 Jay BH15 3PZ  Closing Kingbere as well is madness 

17 Phil Harris BH15 3RR  The closure of Kingsbere road is just ludicrous. We have already seen an increase of traffic at 
Oakdale traffic lights due to the closure of Derbys Lane. There was never an issue with this 
junction and helped to ease the traffic particularly at peak times. To now decide to close 
Kingsbere Road will now push even more traffic onto an already busy Pound Lane.  With the 
entrance to the school on this road this to me is likely to increase the chance of a collision with a 
pedestrian. If the issue is with the speed of the traffic going through Kingsbere road then maybe 
traffic calming measures would be a better solution than making people travel further to reach 
their destination which is a ridiculous thing to do when we are desperately trying to save our 
planet. Closing of roads around Poole seems to be the "in thing" to do right now but I see little 
benefit only a detrimental effect on the area.  



6 
 

No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

18 Tracy Harris BH15 3RR  Closure of Kingsbere Road will impact and add more traffic to Pound Lane including all residents 
who live in Kingsbere now having to use Pound Lane as their only way in and out. Pound Lane is 
already a rat run with lots of speeding cars. This will also mean buses re routing and at school 
times Pound Lane will be even more busier than normal with parents parking to collect children 
and the extra traffic. I hope the council think about the school children coming out of school and 
the dangers this could cause. 

19 Hannah Pratt BH15 3PU   I have yet to speak to a single member of the local community who feels that closing kingsbere 
Road will be in any way beneficial.  In fact I feel it will make pound lane increasingly dangerous 
for many children travelling to St Edwards, St Mary’s and Longfleet. I also strongly suspect that it 
will create queues of traffic at both ends of Pound Lane during rush hours. I am strongly opposed 
and feel the way this was tagged on to the end of the proposal for Darbys lane was underhand.  

20 Paul Williams BH15 3PT  I am writing to oppose proposed closure to traffic at KINGSBERE ROAD, Oakdale. This closure 
will cause more traffic to use Pound Lane in its length as a route, increasing traffic flow along my 
road but also increasing the speed of traffic. 
Pound Lane is a long wide road, cars at present well exceed the speed limit on this road, so with 
an increased volume of cars AND most people driving it have had their journeys lengthened by 
this closure, causing them to drive at excessive speed to make up for the detour. 
It will increase the amount I have to drive in my car, adding to pollution in the area and having a 
detrimental effect on my commute to work / school. Please don't do it. Regards. 

21 Geoff Moors BH15 3RR  closing Kingsbere Rd is an absolute ridiculous idea, the reason your doing this is your trying to 
stop the traffic which has come down Darbys Lane and found another stupid Rd closure there 
and they are forced to then go up Hennings Park Rd and then turn down Kingsbere Rd to get to 
where their going.  I live on Pound Lane and work in the Upton area so every day i use Kingsbere 
Rd to get onto Dorset Way, but with this closure, every day i will have to drive to the top of Pound 
lane and then onto Dorchester Rd and the same coming home. The most sensible thing you 
could do is just remove Rd closure at Darbys Lane and then problem solved for everyone, but i 
bet you don't listen to the people it effects and will still do what every some idiot behind a desk 
things is a good idea on paper. 

22 David 
Seabright 

BH15 3QJ  Although the intentions are laudable, I cannot see the benefit of closing Kingsbere Road. It will 
simply add to the amount of vehicles using alternative roads - one man's peaceful road will lead 
to another man's rat run hell.  The number of vehicles using the roads will not suddenly diminish - 
I cannot imagine that local, and non local people will rush out to sell their cars and buy a bike. I 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

haven't noticed a problem as far as accidents are concerned in Kingsbere Road. What is there to 
gain? No doubt some motorists will have to drive a longer route, adding to air pollution. Isn't this 
something we are desperately trying to avoid? 
I understand that there is a suggestion that Vicarage Road may be closed and traffic re-routed 
through Oakfield Road?  Past a school? Has an official actually visited the area at 3.30pm on a 
schoolday? Sounds like a recipe for a child injury or worse. 

23 Jo Hill-Cousins  BH15 3PT  No notification from Council to residents in surrounding areas. 
What will this closure achieve? What's the purpose of it? 
Traffic will be pushed to surrounding roads. Gorse Hill is currently closed due to sink hole. 
Traffic lights on Pound Lane for some reason - no indication of when they'll be removed. 
Surely this closure will make Wimborne Road/Dorchester Rd junction busier? Or Ringwood Rd? 
If it's to reduce traffic on Kingsbere, restrict cars to only parking on one side of Kingsbere. Traffic 
cannot currently speed there as cars always parked both sides. 
What about the bus route/bus stops on Kingsbere? If it's going to be like Bird's Hill, it's pretty 
pointless-traffic still sneaks up Bird's Hill. 

24 Linda BH15 3PS  I believe that the closure of Kingsbere Road at the junction with Hennings Park Road will not 
improve road safety in the area and these are my reasons. 
I live on Pound Lane between the Fernside Road end and Kingsbere Road and notice that many 
of the cars travelling in this direction slow down to turn left into Kingsbere Road, continuing on 
into Hennings Park Road towards Dorchester Road. These 2 sections of road are short and 
therefore vehicles travel relatively slowly along them as there is not enough time/space to 
increase speed before having to slow again for the next junction. If this route was not available to 
these vehicles, they would not reduce their speed to turn left, but be forced to continue along the 
full length of Pound Lane so INCREASING the traffic flow past the school and thereby the risk to 
cyclists and children exiting cars or crossing the road to access the school entrance. Kingsbere 
Road and Hennings Park Road towards Dorchester Road do not have the same parking 
restrictions as the lower end of Pound Lane and I believe that introducing these would clear the 
area of the parked cars which are currently present on both sides of the road throughout the day 
and would therefore improve safety for all. 
In addition, if cars travelling from the other direction were not able to turn right into Kingsbere 
Road (e.g. towards the various other schools in the vicinity) they would have to drive down to the 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

Fernside Road end of Pound Lane and turn right back towards Oakdale. It can take a 
considerable length of time to safely cross this road and join the flow of traffic in that direction as 
it is a main road and the visibility to the left is poor due to the bend in the road and cars appear 
very suddenly. With the added element of cars pulling out of the Tesco Express car park this 
manoeuvre can be extremely difficult at busy times of the day and I believe if there were to be an 
increased number of cars turning right at this junction it would not only cause a build up of traffic 
at the end of Pound Lane but potentially a much higher risk of collisions. I am among many 
people I know in the area who already avoid turning right onto Fernside Road at the end of Pound 
Lane because it can be so difficult. 
I do hope that you will consider my comments as a long term resident of this area and the 
implications of any changes to all road users. 

25 Patricia 
Hughes 

BH15 3PZ  Re closure of Kingsbere Road I fail to see the reasoning behind the measure as taking the traffic 
from a road, which currently has it's own form of traffic calming (the number of parked cars make 
it impossible for two cars to pass in opposite directions) and moving it to a road which has the 
rear entrance to St Marys school on it.  Pound Lane is already a very busy road durring the rush 
hour and at school drop off and pick up times.  Many parents currently ignore the yellow lines 
whilst waiting to 'pick-up'. A school bus drops children at the entrance to the lane leading to the 
school.  Many parents currently walk their children to school  and I doubt the number will be 
increased by the closure. It is already a miracle that no child has been injured at this point, adding 
more traffic will only increase the likelyhood. Whilst it is a nice idea to encourage people out of 
their cars I doubt your actions have increased the number of cycle users by any great number.  
Has anybody actually checked if their has been an increase in pupils cycling to Poole High as a 
result of the closure to Darbys Lane?  I live on the corner of Pound Lane and Harbour Hill Road 
and witness on a regular basis the number of Poole High pupils that walk or cycle down Pound 
Lane, also the number of parents who walk their children down Pound Lane to Longfleet Junior - 
why further endanger those that are already doing that which you wish to encourage?  Closing 
Darbys Lane & Kingsbere Road forces most of the vehicular traffic on to the main roads, 
increasing the levels of congestion & pollution, thereby nullifying any benefits to the environment. 

26 Bethany Kelly BH15 3QU  I strongly oppose this road closure. We have already had Darbys Lane at the bottom of our road 
closed, and I think it is absolute madness that you are considering closing the alternative route 
out of our road to most places in Parkstone, Poole towards the beach etc. 
I work at Poole Hospital so I would now need to go all the way round the park with many sets of 
traffic lights and with the traffic on the main road, or all the way up Ringwood Road to get to work 
in the mornings. This is going to add at least 5-10 minutes to my journey.  
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

If you are to close Kingsbere Road for the residents due to speeding and to stop people using the 
road as a cut through, I think you should consider opening Darbys Lane so that we can get out 
the bottom of our road.  
It is absolute madness to close Kingsbere and Darbys Lane and I strongly oppose this road 
closure.  

27 Stephen 
IAnson 

BH15 2DR  Strongly disagree with the closing of Kingsbere Road. I am already a keen cyclist but when I need 
to use my car, no amount of road closures is going to stop this which means using alternate, 
longer routes and increasing journey time and emissions. 
I need to get through to Enfield Avenue and so if Kingsbere road closes, I along with many other 
motorists will instead have to travel all the way up Pound Lane and all the way back down 
Dorchester Road. 
This is increasing journey time, emissions and unnecessarily sending more traffic up / down 
Pound Lane / Dorchester Road. 

28 Andrew 
Barham 

BH15 3QX   I am in support of the Kingsbere Road closure as this is definitely used as a cut through and the 
speed that drivers use this road throughout the day is a danger to other road users. The changes 
to made to the current road are insufficient and now cause cars still travelling to fast to cross onto 
the other side of the road. 
I respect that this will be a major inconvenience to most safe drivers who use the route to get 
from inland down to the coast areas but the other alternative would be to put additional speed 
restrictions in place on Kingsbere Road which would slow the traffic down. This would not reduce 
the volume but would lower the risk. 
I am in agreement that Pound Lane and Dorchester Road are significantly better roads for 
additional traffic than Hennings Park Road and Kingsbere Road but understand the frustration of 
those living on those roads. 

29 Sandra Wells BH15 3HX  Do not agree with this at all, we have already been impacted by the closure of Darbys Lane. 
Where do you expect all the traffic to go? Kingsbere Road is not a narrow road and is no worse 
than many many roads in the conurbation. I am based at PGH but work in the community, this will 
have a big impact on my working day. I use this road a few times a week and there has never 
been a problem. Please no more road closures, they are unnecessary and increase traffic in 
other areas.  
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Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

30 Oliver Strong BH15 3QU  As a resident of Hennings Park Road, I feel it is ridiculous that Kingsbere Road may be closed, as 
this will then mean the following which I feel is unacceptable: 
1. Increase in traffic along Darbys Lane, as all traffic on Hennings Park will have to go along 
Darbys Lane to go anywhere.  
The increase in traffic will then make what has previously been done at the end of Darbys Lane 
pointless. 
2. The increase in travel time due to the road closure of at least 5 minutes during rush hour each 
way to get to Hennings Park Road will lead to increased pollution and damage to the surrounding 
area. 
3. As a avid cyclist myself (circa 50 to 60 miles a week) there was never any problems with 
Darbys Lane, and the junction is still as complex as the lights still have to change to let bikes go 
across! 
Further I have only had abuse whilst on my bike since these ridiculous schemes to 'help' cyclists 
have been introduced, before there was never an issue. 
As a resident who has lived here for the last 26 years, the way to solve all of these issues is to 
revert back to how the roads were before introducing the road closures, as there was never an 
issue before. It is clear that there is no competency in charge as there is never any though on the 
consequences of when a road is closed, everything is so narrow minded.  

31 Ryan BH17 8SW  Awful idea, have you considered that these "travel improvements" are going to cause 
considerably more congestion, increasing journey time and vehicle emissions?. Needless to say 
anyone residing in hennings Park Road already have their journeys extended due to the closure 
of Darbys Lane. 
As well as this, delays are already increased on pound Lane due to the 3 way traffic lights 
because of the sink hole in Gorse Hill Road. 
These improvements are not convincing anybody to walk or cycle their journeys as the UK 
weather is rarely good enough, as well as this, nobody wants to be walking along the main roads 
you have closed and are planning to close. Have you ever thought that maybe these closures 
affect emergency vehicles and dustbin lorries?? ANY ambulance or police vehicle have their 
journeys extended because of the closures already put in place. Again, creating more emissions. 
Quite simply, the residents of kingsbere should not live on a main road in the vicinity of a town 
centre if they don't like the traffic.  
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Your comments 

Nobody wants to support your council as the entirety of things you do are against the residents.  
Consider reducing council tax while you're at it, since the grass verges are sparsely cared for and 
there are less roads to be cleaned now since you have closed them all. 
Sort it out BCP. 

32 Emma BH15 3DQ  I would like to object the proposed road closure of Kingsbere Road. This will push more traffic 
onto pound lane where there is an entrance to a school and coach drop off/pick up for small 
children and therefore will become very hazardous 

33 Alan King BH15 3LJ  I live in Enfield Rd, Oakdale and often need to visit the shops on Wimborne Rd (opposite the 
former Oakdale School). There is now no car parking for these shops except the lay-by  on the 
“wrong” side of Wimborne Rd. Currently to access the shops I have no option but to drive up 
Dorchester Rd, turn into Hennings Park Rd, Kingsbere Rd, Pound Lane, Fernside Rd before 
accessing the lay-by on Wimborne Rd. Your proposal to close Kingsbere Rd would merely extend 
the journey, increasing car mileage, exhaust fumes, congestion and travelling time. 

34 Emma Hicks BH15 3QZ   I object to the closure of Darbys lane and the proposal to include closing Kingsbere rd also. 
Pound Lane and Dorchester road are suffering as a result, only a matter of time before someone 
is seriously hurt on the crossing on Dorchester rd at the Hennings park entrance. Parking along 
Dorchester rd also needs to be addressed as with increased traffic it is now dangerous in places. 
Dorchester rd has become very busy at all times of day to the detriment of residents and the 
safety of pedestrians. Please reconsider these ridiculous and unnecessary plans. 

35 Caroline West  BH15 3QU  I do not agree with closing off kingsbere Road and think that darbys Lane should be reopened, 
you are only pushing more traffic onto the main road and causing queues.  

36 Alex BH15 3PS  Absolutely ridiculous idea. Will have a severe impact on traffic on surrounding roads  

37 Ryan Nash BH15 3LR  I do not agree with the close of kingsbere road to hennings park road. I see no benefit to this. I 
myself walk, cycle and drive through the affected roads on a regular basis and feel perfectly safe 
and content with current road layout and restrictions. 
The closure of this junction will push traffic elsewhere thus causing an environmental impact 
elsewhere. Also I do not believe the closure would lead to a substantial increase in alternative 
means of transport such as walking or cycling 
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38 Diane Storey BH15 3QU   Fully in favour of keeping the road closure at end of Darby's Lane at the New Inn junction. It's 
made Hennings Park Road so much quieter and a much better place to live. I wasn't in favour in 
the beginning, but seeing what a difference it has made has fully changed my mind. I have lived 
in Hennings Park Road (Darby's Lane end) for 40 years so I can speak with experience on the 
reL difference It's made. 

39 Janine Golding  BH15 3DD  It is ridiculous to keep this road closed stating it is for cyclists. There is a dedicated cycle lane in 
the Wimborne Road side which allows cyclists to go from Wimborne Road to Darbys Lane and 
this can simply be made a 2 way system. All traffic is being pushed onto already congested roads 
and it is dangerous to also consider closing Kingsbere Road whilst Darbys Lane is closed. How 
on earth are emergency vehicles supposed to bypass congested Wimborne Road and 
Dorchester Road to get to middle Oakdale? STOP using cycling as an excuse to cause absolute 
misery to Oakdale residents and concentrate your efforts on retarmacing disgusting roads. I live 
in Nansen Ave and this road hasn't been resurfaced for over 50 years and the pavements are 
also a disgrace. If you took a pole of ALL local people they would ask for better roads, better 
public facilities and better footpaths, very few would be concerned with road closures and more 
cycle lanes 

40 Hannah Strong BH14 0LT   Awful idea. Slowly blocking off hennings Park Road due to the closure at the end traffic lights too. 
Why have roads if we can't drive on them? You're just pushing the traffic problem onto another 
road instead. Queues will start building more and more onto main roads. We don't like in 
Amsterdam where every cycles everywhere. Leave roads as they were as there was never a 
problem until council started shutting off all the roads.  

41 Gerald 
Andrews  

BH15 2ED  Na Derbys Road needs reopening to help split traffic and share away from the oakdake traffic lights. 
Currently getting too much traffic at the crossroads increasing pollution there. By reopening it 
allows traffic to flow more freely.  

42 Chris Rowley BH15 3JY Key Drummond Needs scrapping as a stupid idea. The closure idea at Kingsbere is an even stupid one 

43 Jane Hurst BH15 3LJ  Regarding the proposed closure of Kingsbere Road Oakdale. I object to this as I feel that it would 
force more traffic to use Dorchester Road. Dorchester Road is already busy. Cars frequently 
speed on this road. Cars parked both sides.  

44 Sandra Wells BH15 3HX   Listen to the public!! What is the point of all this if you don’t listen! Open the roads, it’s what they 
are after all 
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45 Lisa Neal BH15 4BP   I agree kings bere road should be closed. I regularly use pound lane for my school run and kings 
bere is used as an cut through increasing traffic and making that particaular junction uncrossable.  

46 Susan Hooks BH15 3PU  Reopen Darby’s Lane! What a ridiculous idea to close it. It has simply pushed more traffic onto 
Hennings Park Road, Kingsbere Road and Pound Lane. Shutting Kingsbere will push traffic along 
Dorchester Road and Pound Lane, increasing travel times and pollution!!   

47 Clare Feller BH15 3PT  My husband and I live on Pound Lane and would like to raise our objections to this proposal for 
the following reasons: 
 Our road is a relatively quiet residential road and the proposed closure of Kingsbere Road will 
greatly impact the volume of traffic. 
There are a lot of school children who walk down Pound Lane and there have already been 
several near misses.  If the volume of traffic is increased we fear it is only a matter of time before 
a child is injured. Is the council prepared to take responsibility for this? 
Speeding vehicles is already an issue and your proposals will only exacerbate this.  What plans 
do you have to calm the traffic in Pound Lane?  We have already lost one pet who was hit by a 
car on Pound Lane and a second that was hit but fortunately survived. 
Currently we do not have any buses that pass our house as the bus route is at the lower end of 
Pound Lane.  What our the councils plans for changing the bus route? I do hope you are not 
planning on routing them up Pound Lane as this is totally unacceptable.  We did not choose to 
buy a house with buses going past. 
We would like to understand the councils rationale for yet another ludicrous traffic proposal.  It 
seems like another waste of tax payers money, joining the traffic scheme at Derby’s Lane and 
Churchfield Road.  The proposals seem be aimed at forcing vehicles to take the same routes, 
increasing congestion and journey times. 

48 Rose Williams BH15 3RS  I am against the closure of Kinsbere Road. It will only force traffic into surrounding roads, like 
Pound Lane, (the residents of which have not been consulted about this). What will happen to the 
already abysmal bus service that uses that route? Roads are meant for traffic - let them use 
them. Closure will make no difference to cyclists or pedestrians. If necessary, congestion in that 
road could be helped by some double yellow lines.  Most residents park their cars in their 
driveways. 
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49 Peter Wright BH15 3RS  This closure is  bound to cause an increase in traffic flow along such as Pound Lane which 
already carries heavy flows especially around the hours  before and after school. I am strongly  
opposed to this proposal. 

50 Christina 
Burke  

BH15 2EU  I do not understand why the closure of Kingsbere road has even been considered. This will push 
more traffic along Pound Lane and Dorchester Road which has already been increased by the 
closure of the traffic lights at The New Inn. Please do not keep closing roads, there is absolutely 
no need for it. It’s increasing queues of traffic and journey times. Tatnum Road, Birds Hill and 
Churchill Road are all closures which also need to be reopened.  

51 Tanya  BH15 3SB   Shutting kingsbere road is a stupid idea it will cause even more backlog of traffic with cars 
omitting more toxic gases as they are sat in queues because the road at the new in junction is 
shut as well stupid idea more cars on the road they need to open more roads not shut the ones 
we have. 

52 Jemison BH15 3NN  Cannot believe you are thinking of more road closures. It has not been a year yet you stll think 
that everything is okie dokie........ try asking the people that use these roads regularly.  
It seems that BCP think tourists are great...... a wonderful money spinner.............. bugger the 
locals.....make them PAY. DISGUSTED 

53 Charlotte BH15 3QY  Full support of road closure.  

54 Bradley Davis BH15 3QY  Full support of road closure 

55 Elaine Lee BH15 3PZ  I feel the closure of kingsbere road will increase traffic load in the surrounding area. It will also 
increase my commute to work significantly. We need more roads to cope with the amount of 
traffic with the amount of housing in the area not less.  

56 Rachel 
Newman 

BH15 3RT   I write to express my objection to the proposed road closure. The network of roads that link 
between pound lane and Dorchester Road serve together to dissipate traffic at peak school times 
and assuming any one road is anymore impacted than others and closing it is simply going to 
cause issues on neighbouring roads such as pound lane which will cause a greater hazard to 
pedestrians as it increases traffic and congestion on roads that are already busier and nearer the 
school. Added to this I am well aware on the one local resident who makes it their mission to 
represent the community of Oakdale without any delegated authority or agreed voice. Their 
persistence in pushing issues with the council and sharing his personal successes very publicly 
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for praise and attention make this proposal all the more uncomfortable. I am not aware of any 
accidents or issues on this road and beyond the proposal from said local resident that got 
signatures from the residents on the road including his sister  , I am unclear of what evidence 
supports this as a good idea. I live in Bond Road a little further up Pound Lane and if it is as easy 
as getting a petition I think our road would more than meet the same criteria used to propose 
closing Kingsbere. The biggest issue on that road is the amount of double parking by the 
residents themselves. Allowing parking on both sides of the road with properties homing motor 
homes without the ability to store off road is the issue. As a public highway the aim should be to 
keep it open for the public and put parking restrictions in on one side. This plan seems biased 
and very irrelevant, please reconsider. Thank you 

57 Oliver Smith  BH15 3QH   I don’t think it is a good idea to close Kingsbere Road, as it would make Pound Lane a lot busier, 
which is a worry as the school buses park on Pound Lane. It would also push more traffic to 
Dorchester Road, which also has a lot of children from St Mary’s and St edwards. The road is 
busy as it is and Kingsbere Road enables the traffic to be separate, instead of bottle necking it to 
busier roads. 

58 Nicki Doerr BH15 3QJ   I object to the closing of Darby’s Lane and Kingsbere Road. Due to the closing of Darby’s Lane 
traffic is now using Hennings Park/Kingsbere Road. Now you are proposing shutting Kingsbere, 
you are not solving any problems you just pushing more traffic onto other roads. These roads are 
also busy due to Pound Lane having traffic lights and Gorsehill Road being shut! 

59 Jane Collins  BH15 3QU  As residents of over 30 years of Hennings Park Road (no 31) we fully support these proposals. 
We have noticed a considerable increase in speeding traffic using our road as a rat run and cut 
through to get to Pound Lane or to Dorchester Road (Wimborne Road end). There has also been 
more large lorries and vans using the road and it is getting very dangerous. A considerable 
number  of the vehicles are speeding well over 30mph and using our road to try to beat the traffic 
by turning right at the top of HP road (a dangerous turn into Kingsbere Road) to get to Pound 
Lane. I now work at home and my office is at the front of the house and there have been many 
times during the day when vehicles have gone so fast I have got out of my chair to look out the 
window as I have been that concerned. Due to the bend in our road and parked cars in a narrow 
space this should always be approached with caution which is very often not the case by many 
drivers who speed through. I appreciate that the changes will take people time  to adjust to and to 
go a longer but safer way  (myself included ) home or to their destination but the benefits far 
outweigh the negatives.  
Andy & Jane Collins 
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60 Chris Holden BH15 3PU Chris Holden 
Childcare 

Absolutely ridiculous keep closing these local side roads!!!! Why don't you just put traffic calming 
solutions in place?  Why don't you ensure people park responsibly - never see a traffic warden 
when cars are parked dangerously on corners, on double yellow lines, over private residents 
driveways - mostly when it's school dropping/collecting times. 
If you are trying to encourage cyclists you are wasting your time and the council tax payers 
money.  When I worked for the Council 25 years ago this was the directive then - it obviously 
didn't work!  All you are doing is causing more traffic in other roads and making side roads more 
busy.  
Keep all roads open to allow traffic to flow properly. 

61 Katrina Day BH15 3RA   The recent road closure at Darby’s Lane has greatly increased the traffic on Dorchester Road- 
already a very busy road. The proposed closure of Kingsbere will push yet more traffic to 
Dorchester and pound Lane. Why is it BCP are pushing traffic to use only main routes? Do the 
residents on these roads not matter?? Is it now policy to push traffic to use only a couple of 
routes, resulting in longer car journeys & standing traffic. Also more cars turning right onto 
Ringwood Road at the top of Dorchester Road-which is dangerous, more cars using Pound Lane 
to cut through-this is a school road. This had not had proper consultation- contacting the 
residents of Kingsbere & Hennings Park is not sufficient, when the impact is much wider.  

62 Mrs Hunt  BH15 3PS   We are writing to you with regards to the proposal to close Kingsbere Road with Hennings Park 
Road.  
We live at the bottom part of Pound Lane and have lived here now for 24 years, we have used 
kingsbere to get to and from work for all of those years. With our jobs being in Blandford and 
Bournemouth which we have to use the car for.  
We DO NOT agree with the proposal as we feel that this is just going to push the problem onto 
surrounding roads, one being Pound Lane. 
We also do not believe the residents are doing it wholly for the reasons stated. We have had 
visitors park in Kingsbere Road as due to the restrictions outside our house they had to park 
elsewhere. 
In doing so they have encountered on numerous occasions abuse from residents in Kingsbere 
Road claiming they can't park outside their house.  They don't own the road, people can park 
where they want as long as they do not obstruct driveways which they weren't.  
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I agree that the road can be busy around the school pick up time as that's a regular time I drive 
down it to get home. 
But that's because more people are parking on it to collect their children. It's not going to make 
more people walk or cycle, they will still park down that road when it's closed!! 
So in closing Kingsbere you will also move more traffic up and down Pound Lane going passed 
the entrance/exit of St. Mary's school, this will obviously make it more dangerous for those 
children.  
Cars already drive at speed at the bottom of Pound Lane since the parking restrictions came in as 
the road is empty for them to do this. At present they actually slow down as they approach 
Kingsbere Road, but if that is going to close then that only means they are now going to drive at 
speed all the way up Pound Lane which is going to be more dangerous.  
Traffic calming would be more beneficial along Kingsbere rather than closing it. 
We are against the closure proposal!!! 

63 Mal Day BH15 3RA   The Derb’s lane closure has already increased the traffic on Dorchester Rd, an already busy road 
. 
The proposed closure of Kingsbere Rd will while I’m sure delight the few residents will cause 
many issues to the wider Oakdale community. The proposal will increase congestion and 
pollution due to the diversions . I can’t help but feel this is short sighted . Creating more problems 
than it solves . Living close to the Pelican crossing we have seen a number of near misses in 
resent months . This where cars are speeding down the hill of Dorchester Rd. I fear the proposal 
could contribute to a nasty accident occurring at this location . Consideration should be given to 
these secondary effects. I really worry that our town planners are capable of doing so . Having 
already ruined Upper Parkstone it appears the poor decisions are now focussed on Oakdale. 

64 Lorraine 
Holland 

BH15 3DB  What a waste of time keeping the Darbys lane rd closure !!! this serves no purpose what so ever . 
It hasn’t fulfilled its purpose of increasing cycling and walking during the pandemic.  
I see no reason why it should be continued, nor should the Kingsbere Road closure go ahead. It’s 
a waste of taxpayers money and will continue to cause many problems for residents, visitors, 
workers and many others. 

65 Naomi 
Farquharson 

BH15 3HY  The road is barely used by cyclists and when open to cars helps to reduce the congestion. It 
needs to be reopened. 
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66 Phyllis Dick BH15 3RJ  This closure has meant more cars turning in Darbys Lane. I Have a mobility scooter and was 
nearly hit by a car in the congestion caused whilst crossing the road in the mayhem of turning 
cars. My medication delivery driver is also finding it difficult as it now takes longer to get around 
with all the closures. I never had a problem when it was open. 

67 Richard Smith BH14 0PN   What purpose does it serve to close roads such as Darbys Road off, total waste of time, adding 
more traffic to already clogged and unfit for purpose roads. If your argument is that your trying to 
encourage more cyclists then the roads need to be resurfaced as there seems to be more tar in a 
packet of cigarettes than there is on the roads 😡😡😡😡😡😡😡😡 

68 Andrew 
Coleman 

BH15 3RR  As a resident in the area close to the newly proposed closure of Kingsbere Rd and continued 
closure at Darby's lane, I must register my response against these measures. 
Darby’s Lane Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO); PORTFOLIO HOLDER DECISION 
RECORD; Background - It is stated that de-trafficking Darby's Lane has created a quiet road 
suitable for children to cycle on. You have failed to raise that the once-quiet, child-friendly roads 
of Hennings Park Rd, Nansen Avenue, and Pound Lane have seen large traffic increases. The 
closure at Darby's Lane junction may have reduced traffic for this specific road, and importantly at 
one end of the road, but it has pushed traffic further into residential spaces. Consider please, how 
is traffic increasing on these roads? Travelling along Darby's lane, traffic is now diverting up 
Hennings Park rd, so other than joining Fernside road; the closure is not in truth reducing traffic 
as you desire. 
Closure of Kingbere Rd follows the traffic's new flow, failing to make roads safer or prompt 
reduced traffic, simply driving traffic further into quiet residential spaces.  
This measure will have a further accumulative impact on Pound Lane; as stated in the record, 
buses will now be diverted to use it, with multiple temporary stops having to be installed and 
travel from Dorchester road diverted along it. This was a quiet road, suitable for children to cycle 
on, with a school situated on it. Your proposed plan makes Pound Lane the main traffic route 
through this residential area. You cannot deem the experimental block a success without 
considering the impacts you have had to the neighbouring areas; substituting one roads traffic 
across to another is not fulfilling the brief. 
In your previous consultation with the public, as outlined in the record, there has been no support 
for these measures, be that pre, during or post installation; cyclist groups still have a negative 
bias. Your data predictions from SATURN Modelling show no significant impacts to traffic levels 
but confirms what residents are experiencing - once-quiet roads becoming main traffic arteries. 
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Save for 20 metres before Darby's Lane junction with Fernside road; this experiment has not 
succeeded in reducing traffic in this area; it has only stopped traffic joining the main roadway 
system. It has turned once-quiet roads into main traffic routes and now with further plans in 
Kingsbere road turns Pound Lane into a main road. It is unacceptable to proceed with intensifying 
traffic on a residential road in the centre of a residential area to continue 'calming' 20 metres of 
the road which feeds the major road system. 
In continuing with this proposal, you ignore the public's wishes, ignoring the data and creating 
huge impacts on the area for no perceivable gain to the community. For a maximum of 20 metres 
of reduced traffic, you are, however, impacting thousands of residents, especially those of Pound 
lane, by these provisions intensifying its usage.  
If the ambition is to promote more greener travel, creating major diversions through residential 
spaces is not the correct or responsible path of action. These plans have created great 
dissatisfaction locally, seen in social media posts, letters through doors, and written objections. 
To continue forward with these plans is to act outside the interests of the local people. 
I urge you to reconsider this proposal. 
Yours sincerely, 
Andrew Coleman 

69 Heather 
Sheldon 

BH15 3QU  I would like to request that Kingsbere Road remain open if Darbys Lane remains closed. Shutting 
both roads will make quick access to Hennings Park Road for emergency services very difficult 
with these closures, together with increased traffic on the surrounding roads.  

70 Mrs C. 
Hutchinson  

BH15 3RS  I totally disagree to the proposal of the closure to traffic of Kingsbere Road. I live on Pound Lane 
and see the chaos on this road daily particularly around school time. Pound Lane has many, 
many cars parked on it during the day, mostly people who work at Poole Hospital and want free 
parking. It is difficult for us to get in and out of our drive now and the idea of running buses up 
and down here is just ludicrous!! Cars can only just squeeze past parked cars on here now ! I 
assume this idea has come from someone who has no idea of the traffic/ parking situation on 
Pound Lane ?  
If this closure goes ahead it is going to create a very, very dangerous situation on Pound Lane 
particularly with young school children. I am shocked that this has even been suggested, talk 
about putting lives at risk for no reason !  
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I might add that I am also a keen cyclist and do indeed use Kingsbere Road to cycle to work but I 
absolutely DO NOT see any benefit to cyclists, pedestrians or vehicles to this road being closed.  

71 Ellen Skerritt BH15 3RR  Please do not close Kingsbere road. There is a problem with the speed of people driving up and 
down Pound Lane already and with this road closed, there will only be a higher volume of traffic 
using it. This would be dangerous. I am also concerned that if you are travelling down the road to 
go towards Fleetsbridge then it is far safer to use Kingsbere road than to drive to the end of 
Pound lane and then turn right opposite Tesco express, which I feel is a very dangerous turning.   

72 Neil Skerritt  BH15 3RR  Closure of Kingsbere Road strikes me as a ridiculous idea. It will force additional traffic into 
Pound Lane at peak times. Traffic will be forced to travel all the way to the bottom of Pound Lane 
if wishing to turn right. This is a dangerous place to pull out onto Fernside road opposite a busy 
Tesco store. There will undoubtedly be queues at the bottom of Pound Lane leading to impatient 
and dangerous attempts at pulling out to turn right. Furthermore I would add that any additional 
traffic including buses (as proposed) will create a considerable increased risk to the hundreds of 
school children that use Pound Lane daily. 

73 John 
Crossland  

BH15 3PU   Please do not close Kingsbere road in Oakdale, the effect will be to dramatically increase traffic 
on the remaining roads. Deliveries and locals trying to work in the area will also be adversely 
affected. 

74 Sarah Skerritt BH15 3RR  I am very concerned regarding the safety issues in Pound Lane if Kingsbere Road is closed.  I 
already struggle to get out of my driveway between 8am and 9am due to the volume of traffic, 
having cars that gather momentum coming down the hill therefore driving too fast and children 
and parents using the road to drop off their children at St Mary’s School.  The road is already 
used as a cut through route, this alteration will increase the volume of traffic even more.  The 
plans also divert the bus to using the full length of Pound Lane, together with the increased 
volume of traffic I fear for the children trying to cross the road on their way to school.  You are 
encouraging walkers and cyclists to use Kingsbere Road but they still have to get through Pound 
Lane.   
I believe what you should be considering is traffic calming to both Kingsbere Road and Pound 
Lane reducing the speed to 20 miles per hour to make the routes safer to use not closing one to 
ultimately make the other busier and increasing the likelihood of an accident happening, please 
consider all views, thank you. 

75 Victoria Smith BH15 1TX  I do not agree with this new road closure proposal: 
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I am sending this email to oppose the proposal to close Kingsbere Road to traffic on the 
Hennings Park Road side. 
I live close by and grew up on Pound Lane and am often walking, cycling and driving around the 
local area, I have never seen more than one car at the small junction between these two roads or 
at either end joining on to Pound Lane at one end and Dorchester Road at the other end. The 
traffic is not bad down these roads, and I have never felt unsafe when walking, driving, or cycling. 
I used to deliver a paper round down these roads and again, never felt unsafe due to traffic and 
do not feel like the traffic has increased over time.  
If this road it closed it will impact on the flow of traffic to surrounding roads, which are already 
very busy, including Pound Lane which has school access and already has some parking 
restrictions in place to allow traffic flow at busy times. This road does not need to be made busier, 
but at the same time I would not want this road closed as all roads are for using. Closing roads is 
not fair to surrounding residents. 
The closure of Hennings Park Road with only benefit a maximum of 17 houses but will have a 
negative impact on the surrounding roads, which will affect many more houses and people. If the 
few people living down that part of the road are worried about traffic (which I have never 
encountered), then surely speed humps or parking restrictions to one side of the road would be 
more beneficial to ease traffic flow (which I have never seen as a problem). 
You can't keep on building new homes, increasing traffic flow to the area and then close more 
and more roads, it makes the already busy roads busier.  All roads are for using surely?  By 
closing the road, it will have a negative effect on all of the surrounding roads and also the 
environment. It will also congest the junctions at either end of Pound Lane, having a negative 
effect on the environment as it will cause more car engines to run and will increase people's 
journeys and so will increase emissions. 
The road has already been closed at the end of Hennings Park Road / Derbys Lane onto 
Fernside Road, so has this not helped? I also disagree with this road closure. 
There is school access on Pound Lane and so will increase the traffic through Pound Lane, surely 
this is not a good idea. 
I would like to conclude by saying that this road should not be closed as it has many negative 
effects on the neighbouring roads: 
Bad for the environment as more emissions made by cars on Pound Lane as will be much more 
congested 
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Buses will also have to go a long way round causing more emissions and congestion 
Kingsbere Road is not a busy Road, it will have minimum benefit for a minimal amount of people, 
but a negative effect on many, many more people 
Causing more traffic to Pound Lane is unsafe as there is school access 
If the small number of residents are worried about traffic on this road, why not restrict parking to 
one side of the road or use speed bumps instead. 
I also wonder why the deadline is so short and why residents in surrounding roads haven't been 
notified, this is not fair as it is not giving everyone their chance to oppose the proposal. 
I hope you made the right decision and not allow of these road closures to happen. Please let me 
know if you need anything further from me. 

76 Thomas Wiles BH15 1TX  I oppose the proposal to close Kingsbere Road to traffic on the Hennings Park Road side. 
I am often walking around this area and have never experienced any traffic problems in down this 
road. If the road is closed it will have a negative impact on surrounding roads, the environment 
(due to congestion on surrounding roads and people having to take longer routes) and will benefit 
less people than the large amount of people who it will effect negatively.  
There are lots of other things you could do to improve traffic flow, including speed bumps - even 
though I have never seen any traffic problems here. 
This road should not be closed as it has many negative effects on the neighbouring roads, it will 
be bad for the environment as will increase emissions and increase bus routes and will be 
increasingly unsafe for school children on surrounding roads. 
Please let me know if you have any queries.  

77 Martin Pardey BH15 3RR N/a I am writing to object specifically to the proposal to close the junction of Kingsbere Road / 
Hennings Park Road. I live on Pound Lane with my young family and having viewed the 
consultation am concerned about the increased traffic that will be diverted along Pound Lane 
which is already busy and already used as a "rat run". 
1. Pound Lane is a busy residential road with parking available on both sides of the road for large 
parts of it's length. This parking is essential for both residents and free parking for local workers 
(particularly the NHS). An increase in traffic may cause regular blockages, particularly at school 
pick up and drop off times and with buses planned to be navigating the road. 
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2. Pound Lane is used by many children cycling to St Mary's, Poole High School, Ocean 
Academy and St Edwards. An increase in traffic of up to 70 vehicles per hour will present 
additional danger for these cyclists, particularly when pulling out around parked cars. 
3. Many primary school children use the rear entrance to St Mary's School which is located on 
Pound Lane. Additional traffic would cause a danger to children crossing Pound Lane. 
4. There is a population of elderly people living on Pound Lane who would also suffer difficulties 
crossing the road with increased traffic. 
5. The structure of Pound Lane seems to have deteriorated recently with major cracks appearing 
in the road surface as well as a recent hole and in addition a sink hole on neighbouring Gorse Hill 
Road. It would seem that the road surface is not sufficient to support increased traffic and buses. 
6. It appears that the consultation will benefit a few but cause problems for many others. 
So rather than closing the junction of Kingsbere Road, I would prefer to see the council add cycle 
lanes / traffic calming or a crossing on Pound Lane that would seemingly benefit many more 
people and provide safety for pedestrians and cyclists alike as well as promoting cycling, 
reducing traffic and parking on Pound Lane and therefore having a knock-on effect to 
neighbouring roads (Bond Road, Gorse Hill Road and Kingsbere Road). 
Thanks    
Martin Pardey 

78 A. Spicer BH15 3HN  N/A This scheme has caused more congestion at the Oakdale traffic lights for local drivers. 
Particularly for those traveling west along Dorchester road. Traffic traveling into Poole town 
centre from Canford Heath now have two sets of traffic lights to wait at causing more pollution. 
This scheme and the Tatnam Road scheme has increased traffic congestion around the New Inn 
and Oakdale traffic lights. Both schemes should be scrapped  

79 John Bradley BH15 3QF  Whilst the existing closure of Darbys Lane seen to work well, the proposal to for a closure of 
Kingsbere Road at its junction with Hennings Park Road seems to be poorly thought out and 
would provide little in the way of benefit to the wider community of Oakdale.  The closure would 
result in an increase traffic on Fernside Road and Ringwood Road.  In addition local south bound 
traffic to Winifred Rd, Harbour Hill Rd & Cres, Gorse Hill Rd & Cres, Gorse Hill Close, Hunt Rd 
and Devon Rd. would need to divert via Fernside Road, right turn (against traffic) into Pound 
Land or right turn onto Ringwood Rd (against traffic) resulting in further congestion at these 
points and increasing the risk due involving turns agains traffic flow at already busy or difficult 
junctions.  It is difficult to see why the Council is proposing this closure and the small benefit to 
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residents of Kingsbere Rd./ Hennings Park Rd. seems greatly outweighed by the disadvantage 
caused to the wider Oakdale community. 

80 Gerald Lamb  BH15 3RS   The closure of Kingsbridge Road would be a very negative decision by BCP. Traffic in Pound 
Lane is already quite dangerous and closing Kingsbridge would create a lot more traffic/ 
buses/bus stops. Pound Lane already has quite a lot of cars parked by people working in Poole . 
Also you would be pushing traffic to the end of Pound Lane/ Fernside Road in order to turn right.  
This is a very difficult junction to negotiate having a blind bend to the left and traffic from Tesco 
convenient stores opposite. ‘A serious accident waiting to happen’.  
You state that one of the reasons for this closure is safety of the children going to St Mary’s 
school - NOT happening as you are creating a lot more traffic in Pound Lane which the children 
have to cross. 
Perhaps rather than closing Kingsbridge you should consider traffic calming  

81 Miranda 
Douce 

BH15 3QU Resident I opposed the closing of Darby's Lane junction and nothing that has happened in the last 12 
months has made me change my mind.  I also oppose the proposal to close the vehicle access 
from Hennings Park Road to Kingsbere Road.  BCP should consider other traffic management 
ideas before just plonking down those planters. Just because Government funds (aka taxpayers' 
money) has been made available is not a good enough reason to feel compelled to "do 
something" 

82 David R Moore BH15 3PT House holder I am not in favour of the proposal to close Kingsbere Road at it's junction with Hennings Park 
Road. 
1. It may increase traffic on the northern part of Pound Lane and part of Dorchester Road as 
traffic avoids the turning onto Fernside Road. 
2. Householders near the junction of Pound Lane and Fernside Road will face more difficulty 
entering and leaving their drives with increased traffic. 
3. School parking in Pound Lane is already very busy, and this proposal could increase this and 
become dangerous. 

83 Alastair Fitch BH15 3RS  We believe this road closure would increase traffic on Pound Lane, which is already a rat-run. A 
better road spend in the area might be traffic calming measures along Pound Lane. 

84 Robert BH14 0RN  I would like to see the Darby's Lane ETRO remain in place. 
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85 Ryan BH15 3DG  Open all roads and stop closing them it doesn't work and creates a lot of frustration from 
motorists which in turn causes accidents which includes pedestrians and cyclists. Stop being 
thick. 

86 Mark R T 
Perkins 

BH15 3PT  Having read the consultation documents for the proposed closure of Kingsbere Rd, at the junction 
with Hennings park Road, I am quite concerned that it will have no significant consequence. For 
the residents of Kinsbere Road, the impact will be noticeable since they will have no quick access 
from Pound Lane. They are already impacted by the parking on the road. My wife and I are not 
residents of Kingsbere Road but can imagine their feelings. 
Traffic in Pound Lane will likely be more noticeable. Already this road is becoming more 
dangerous due to the traffic attracted by the Tesco store on Fernside Road.  
If more traffic is a consequence then this is not a good way of spending council tax-payer’s 
money. 
I believe that this is also a short-sighted move in an  attempt to encourage road users to move 
from cars to bicycles. This will be a quite unnecessary venture given the move of motorists to 
move from petrol-power to electric power at a rate unexpected by all authorities. This being the 
case, it is unnecessary to consider cyclists. Already our roads are at threat from the bicycle; from 
the selfish and generally arrogant attitude of cycle users. On top of which the local authority 
seems to think that electric bicycles and scooters are a good thing. THEY ARE NOT. The people 
who use such modes are doing nothing to help their health. The users are, as with cyclists, 
proving to be equally arrogant (I had to complain about ‘Beryl’ some months ago but I never did 
receive a reply). 
If this idea of this ETRO, then it is very contrary to any progress and is short-sighted. 
I would love to see my local authority work more to make our roads safer for motor-cars and 
buses. Only two-wheeled road users actually put pen to paper in such situations – the very same 
people who contribute nothing to the council’s exchequer through road taxation and, indeed, 
through insurance. 
I would so much prefer my council to make the most of this heaven-sent opportunity of raising 
money from the road users who, currently, add nothing. 
If we really want to make a change for the better, let’s spend the money on encouraging people to 
WALK, or use buses when they have electric credentials. Can my local council please make 
moves to ensure that bus companies move towards electric buses quickly? 
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Oh and please …..no more ‘cycle-lanes’! 

87 Sally Smith BH15 3RR  I would like to lodge my disapproval of this proposed closure. 
I am an avid walker and have been cycling regularly for over 40 years. I cycle for pleasure and for 
work. I frequently use this road on my bike, as a pedestrian and by car. My father lives in Nansen 
Avenue so I regularly use this road. My children also used to do a paper round along these roads. 
Never ever have I witnessed this being used as a so-called ratrun. I only see it being used as a 
natural route to take if going towards Poole.  I have never felt threatened by the traffic or its 
speed when walking or cycling and have never noticed it to be particularly busy as a road. Of 
course most roads have increased traffic during school pick up times etc.  I am confused why the 
Council wants to stop roads from being used by cars? 
I am very concerned that the closure of this road would cause traffic to speed along Dorchester 
Road, Pound Lane etc. It is also of concern that the traffic will be re-rooted along Pound Lane 
which is a school access road.    The closure at the junction of the New Inn is also very 
ineffective. I regularly walk around this area with friends and find it ludicrous that it should be 
closed as part of safer travel schemes. It has always worked very well to ease the flow of traffic 
and spread the load. There is no questioning that traffic is increasing in Poole  and of course this 
is in part due to the increased number of houses and flats being built on sites where there was 
one house there will now be several flats along with all the vehicles that go with them. simply 
closing roads doesn’t reduce the traffic it just increases traffic on certain roads which then causes 
queues and the increased pollution and frustration that goes with that. 
I grew up in Oxford where they have many cycle lanes and also a large traffic problem. Moving to 
poole was a delight and I would really hate to see Poole have the same traffic problems, although 
the cycle lanes are very impressive in Oxford along with the traffic lights dedicated for bikes to go 
first. 
Areas of concern as a cyclist to me would be the Civic Centre roundabout, the George 
roundabout, the Shah of Persia lights. Where a cycle lane has been introduced on one side of 
evening Hill has created a very dangerous journey down the hill because the road has been 
severely narrowed and cars cut cyclists up when going down this hill. 
I feel so strongly about these road closures as a method of controlling traffic, there must be better 
alternatives such as 20 mph zones, I would be happy to meet with anybody to discuss my 
concerns and objections. 
Please do not close any more roads in this manner and reopen Churchfield Rd, New Inn etc and 
let the traffic makers moving rather than causing traffic jams and pollution. 
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88 Nick Baxter BH15 2DR  Yes close the road. 

89 Cindy Barfoot BH15 3SG  I object to the closure of Hennings Park Road. The problem of more traffic in it has arisen due to 
the closure of Darbys Lane at the traffic light junction. Open this up again and the pressure will be 
taken off HPR & Kingsbeare. If HPR is closed and Darbys Lane stays closed, traffic will be forced 
down other small roads between Pound Lane and Dorchester Road. To keep closing small roads 
makes the main roads busier. How are residents supposed to go about their daily business and 
visit friends and family locally with residential roads being closed off? The journeys we make can’t 
always be done on foot or on bicycles. If the council wants to get residents cycling then build 
proper cycle lanes, don’t just shut roads in the hope it stops car journeys. Also access from this 
side of Oakdale to the hospital will be severely hampered if both roads are shut. At peak times it 
will be impossible to get to the hospital. Not all journeys to the hospital are possible without a car 
to drop off and the journey is made longer by having to circumnavigate round all these closures 
and be forced onto an already too busy main road. 
Stop making voters lives more difficult. Just because there is a government fund for road closures 
doesn’t mean you have to use it. If it’s just to put a tick in a box and not to provide a genuine 
improvement to everyone’s lives then think again.  

90 Marie Rushby  BH15 3SD  I wish to object to the closure of Kingsbere Road. I live in Dorchester Road and the impact on 
residents in this road will increase. We already have speeding traffic at night/ early morning and 
although asked the police to monitor, nothing is done. Getting in and out of our driveways is 
difficult and we get abuse from passing traffic, this will get worse. Since Darby’s Lane was closed 
the traffic on Kingsbere has increased. Why can we not have roads open, surely it is not right for 
some to live in a closed road in peace while others suffer the consequences. I also think that 
pushing more traffic onto Pound Lane where there are school children is an accident waiting to 
happen 
BCP don’t seem to listen, it’s all a done deal before we are even asked  

91 Gerald 
Andrews  

BH15  This road needs opening as soon as possible to help make our roads efficient and reduce 
pollution.  

92 Simon Darnell BH15 3QU  My wife and I object to the closure of Darbys Lane at New Inn and want the council to open it 
again. 
Our journeys towards Poole via the Shah of Persia are now considerably longer. This obviously 
adds to air pollution and also increased traffic nuisance on alternative roads. 
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Darbys Lane was never dangerous for pedestrians or cyclists (we are both as well as motorists). 
It is fairly wide with double yellow line on one side so visibility is good. We never noticed any 
speeding traffic prior to the closure and there has never been much cycle traffic, so to close it on 
the grounds of it being a major cycle route is just not valid. 
Please reopen it as soon as possible. 
In addition, we see there is now a proposal to block Kingsbere Road. That would cut us off even 
more and hugely increase our journey distances. It is a very unpopular idea locally. Please do not 
go ahead with this. 
Regards 
Simon and Chani Darnell 

93 Barbara  
Waters 

BH15 3DQ   Please open the blocked Darbys Lane. The road outside the library gets blocked and is 
dangerous with buses turning. It also makes my regular trips.to Poole Hospital more complicated 
than they need to be 

94 David  BH15 3DW   By blocking this road You’re putting more stress on the major roads which barely flow around 
here anyway  
And if there’s an accident on one of these major roads and you will bring Poole to a standstill 
If anything you should be opening up more roads not closing them especially the roads due to 
Covid  
 Covid is gradually going down so therefore you should be opening up the roads again 
Not closing there 
It just proves the bop council have lost any common sense they should be making the roads flow 
better at peak times not making it worse 
If the changes happen which I think is ridiculous then I advise people to vote in the next election 
not for I Conservative Council 

95 Richard 
Samaon 

BH15 3QU  I want the road reopened and no changes to Kingsbere Road I had the ambulance out to me 
twice last month and over the last 11 months  9 times for my mother The cost of using taxis has 
gone up as they cant turn out of Hennings Park Road on regular trips to the hospital Neither can 
the ambulances  I hope that you get sued if you are proven to be the cause of death because of 
access and ambulances not being able to take a direct route Its about time that you respect 
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peoples wishes The road/highway can be forced open as right of access to the public its a matter 
of time before the residents unite on this matter  I have used these local roads for over 30 years I 
am not impressed with your tinkering and not respecting other people wishes I am one of many 
with the same view point! Speed humps or speed restrictions fair enough but blatantly ignoring 
the public isn't acceptable 

96 Hilary Legg  BH15 3DW   Keep these roads open, if there is an accident on a side road how are the services going to get 
there, without delay?  
Shocking move again, from a sneaky council!! 

97 Naomi Jones BH15 3BA   I would like to see the removal of the Darbys Lane closure near the New Inn on Wimborne/ 
Fernside Road. It has made no significant positive  difference and certainly not reduced car 
use....just moved traffic elsewhere. It functioned perfectly well before the ETRO. Not quite sure 
why anyone ever thought it would be a good idea. 

98 Marie Pethen BH15 3BG   These proposed road closures have a serious impact on surrounding roads. If the purpose of 
these closures is to encourage people to use other forms of transport, then it won’t work. You are 
simply forcing the traffic elsewhere which has on a knock effect which you can’t necessarily see. 
Pleas3 listen to your residents and don’t simply make your decision based in what you think will 
work! 

99 Peter Jones BH15 3PT  Instead of putting a road closure in Kingsbere Road aswell as the new inn which will force traffic 
onto surrounding roads why not close Kingsbere but open up the New Inn road closure, this will 
stop kingsbere being used as a cut through and allow cars to go along a road that is more suited 
to extra traffic along with helping the shops on wimborne road receive  passing trade. 

100 Mandy Ball BH15 3AU   I want to log my dismay and concerns as to closing off kingsbere rd !!! 
Who on earth thinks this will help with traffic calming !!! 
Pound lane is a rat run as they say , and living in the Oakdale area we definitely do not need to 
block any more roads as they are roads for goodness sake and , are meant to be used as such!! 
Shocking suggestion!! 
Totally bemused and disturbed that someone thinks this is a good idea !!! 

101 Ian smith BH15 3RR   I totally oppose this proposal to close another road in Poole.. 
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Roads are there for vehicles to drive on, if the vehicle is using these roads are travelling too fast 
then surely it will be better to put a 20 mile speed limit on that all all roads in the conurbation to 
slow traffic down. 
This proposal will just cause congestion around the surrounding area which will mean queueing 
cars omitting harmful emissions, surely this does not help a green environment that you are 
striving to achieve. This will not stop people driving their cars . 
I am a keen cyclist and Walker, and I can honestly say I’ve never felt and safe travelling along 
Kingsbere Road. 
The idea of having a bus route and putting more traffic onto pound Lane when there is a very 
busy school is ludicrous and very dangerous. 
There is a social media outcry at these proposals and so far I have only read one person who is 
for this proposal 

102 Lee 
MacConnachie 

BH15 3RR   I am opposed to the extension of the Darby's Lane ETRO. My rationale is that, I believe that this 
modification will direct a greater volume of traffic via Pound Lane, a thoroughfare which is devoid 
of traffic calming measures, and attracts inconsiderate and reckless driving at the best of times. 
This additional traffic represents a significant risk to the children attending the adjacent St Mary's 
primary school and the residents of Pound Lane. I believe that a better solution to improving flow 
via Kingbere road would be the addition of unilateral parking restrictions (incidentally, I would also 
like to see these extended to Pound lane, which has seen a marked increase in weekday parking 
obstructions since changes to Poole hospital parking arrangements were implemented - on 
reflection, this is probably the cause of increasing numbers of parked vehicles on Kingsbere 
Road itself). I would also like to object to the inadequate timescale and poor dissemination of 
information deemed appropriate to publically consult on this ETRO. It appears more autocratic 
than genuinely democratic and, in my opinion, does not represent the best interests of the 
residents of the surrounding area.  

103 Roxanne 
MacConnachie 

BH15 3RR  I am opposed to the extension of the Darby's Lane ETRO into Kingsbere Road. I believe that this 
will direct a greater volume of traffic via Pound Lane, which is already a busy road, particularly in 
winter months and with it being the exit/coach drop off/collection for nearby St Mary's school.  
Pound Lane does not have any traffic calming measures currently and is a long wide road so 
attracts some reckless drivers. Increased traffic on this road without traffic calming measures 
posses a significant risk to the children attending St Mary's primary school, Longfleet school and 
the residents of Pound Lane. This is the only school in the area that I can think of without any 
traffic calming measures.  I believe it will be negligent and irresponsible of BCP to follow through 
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with the measures in Kingsbere road without fully assessing with due consideration the potential 
impact to children and residents of Pound Lane and specifically traffic calming measures needed.  
I also see this causing more traffic issues with cars trying to exit Pound Lane at the bottom of the 
road. This is already quite hazardous due to cars coming from 4 directions and poor visability due 
to the angle of it being on a corner. I personally choose to drive through Kingsbere Rd currently 
as a safer way to get onto Wimborne Road.  
Further, I do not believe that Kingsbere has a speeding issue, or at least, no more than what 
Pound Lane does, as Kingsbere rd requires cars to slow down to turn the corner, whereas Pound 
Lane is a long straight stretch of road. I do agree that the flow on this road is compromised due to 
parked cars on both sides of the road, which is markedly increased during the week, which i 
believe is driven by parking changes at Poole hospital, we know people that park on both 
Kingsbere rd and Pound Lane and walk into work from there. A better solution to improving flow 
via Kingbere road would be the addition of unilateral parking restrictions, like Pound Lane has to 
avoid cars parking on both sides of the road.   
I would also like to object to the inadequate timescale and poor dissemination of information 
deemed appropriate to publically consult on this ETRO. It appears more autocratic than genuinely 
democratic and, in my opinion, does not represent the best interests of the residents of the 
surrounding area. 

104 Christopher 
Hemmings 

BH15 3RR  CWH - PART 1 of 2.  Not sure why I can type in my entire response? 
1. Some background 
Firstly, some background on me.  I am a resident on Pound Lane and have been living here for 
approximately 12 years.  I have 2 children, who have up until recently, attended a local primary 
school, travelling on foot each day. 
The first thing I wish to mention is the lack of information given to residents who will be affected 
by the proposed changes to the extension of this scheme to include the closure of Kingsbere 
road.  I luckily stumbled upon this potential closure via a local Facebook group and was surprised 
that there was no communication from the various parties involved in this matter at the local 
council.  As well as this, this closure seems to have been tacked onto the original ERTO that 
encompassed Darby's Lane.  It almost seems a little underhand.  I was very pleased to see that a 
resident within the affected area managed to post a flyer to fellow residents on Pound Land to 
notify of the 'consultation' and were good enough to provide links, something that BCP seemed to 
be unable to deliver themselves. 
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2.  Understanding the reason for this road closure. 
So, initially, the Darby's Lane closure was implemented to support the Transforming Cities Fund 
(TCF) route C5 which links Canford Heath to Poole Town Centre.  I'm at a loss to see how the 
closure of Kingsbere road can be related to this initial remit, as it has no connection to the C5 
route.  So, this reason can be discounted. 
Reading the document "Darby’s Lane Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO)" created by 
Richard Jones,  I note this paragraph; 
"The closure of Kingsbere Rd may prevent an alternative cut through route and may more 
effectively create a small Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) and this may change the public view 
of the measure and help realise wider benefits." 
So, in effect this is saying that, by closing a road, there maybe the possibility of creating a small 
low traffic road?  I think I'm missing the point here, because surely, if you close roads to through 
traffic, you'll create LTN's at any location?  So, my question is, why has this road closure been 
put forward, what is the rationale behind it?  It's not associated with the TCF, and the only other 
reason is because it'll create a LTN, which would happen when you close any road.   
I ask, did a resident or a number of residents on this road lobby the council for this closure to 
happen for their own motivations, rather than it being a part of an integrated transport plan? 

105 Christopher 
Hemmings 

BH15 3RR  CWH - PART 2 of 2.  Not sure why I can type in my entire response? 
3. Back to Pound Lane 
In the same document mentioned above, it is said, and I quote;  
"Kingsbere Road is only 200m from an entrance to St Marys Primary and its closure will help 
promote walking and cycling to the school and in the area by making it a quieter and safer route." 
This entrance is located on Pound Lane, around half way along the road.  Now, I can't say for 
sure, as BCP has not come forward with any traffic predictions, that closing Kingsbere road is 
going to make the route too and from this school entrance any safer,  
I suggest that BCP needs to look at this as a matter of urgency.   Back in 2015, I was talking to 
Martin Baker who was a Senior Engineer (Road Safety & Network Management) at the council 
formerly known as "Poole Council".  We were discussing the problem with speeding along the 
road, and in particular, the lack of any traffic calming or zoning by that school entrance.  Martin 
replied back to me and informed me of scheme JC0984.  As of the time of writing this response, 
the scheme has still not been completed, even though his team believed it had been.  I'm 
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assuming the contractors have been paid many years ago for a job that they did not actually 
finish. 
Anyway, BCP clearly highlighted at the time that there was a requirement for some sort of school 
zone and I can't see that this has changed.  Onto the next point; 
"Following closure of Kingsbere Road Service 32 will instead divert along the length of Pound 
Lane, with 4 bus stops provided." 
Can residents of Pound Lane be given an indication of where these stops will be located?  Has 
any consideration been given as to how these stops and associated buses will interact with the 
existing infrastructure?  Will you be consulting on this? 
4. Summary 
I can't understand how this scheme has been put forward, as it really doesn't have any 
connection to the existing scheme and doesn't fit into any top down policy.  There are other 
problems that need to be looked into with far more urgency, such as calming measures along a 
road with a school entrance. 
So, until some realistic projections on the impact on the surrounding areas have been 
distributed to all that could be affected, and other priority safety issues have been rectified, I can't 
support this scheme. 
Many thanks for reading. 

106 Richard 
Appleton 

BH15 2JS  When this scheme was introduced almost a year ago I wrote outlining my objection below.  I have 
had no further feedback from you, but  now understand that the scheme is to be extended to 
incorporate the closure of Kingsbere road to through traffic.  I have seen no invitation to public 
consultation but the portfolio holder decision record seems to indicate that some 75% of 
respondents were opposed to the original scheme.   
Obviously when Darby’s lane was closed an increase of traffic would be expected on other local 
roads.  Traffic will not just ‘disappear’ if a road is closed, the vast majority must find an alternative 
route.  Since covid ‘improvements’ traffic congestion on the A35 Wimborne & Fernside Roads 
has become much more severe than it was in the past.  In part this must be due to forcing people 
to use the main road although there are shorter, quicker alternatives. Furthermore, matters are 
made worse by the proliferation of traffic lights that appear not to be coordinated.  The two sets of 
pedestrian lights at Pound Lane and St Mary’s Road are timed in such a way that only 3 cars are 
able to pass on each green phase at school home time causing delay and pollution.  The phasing 
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of the Shah of Persia lights seems to be random and in any case the pedestrian crossing facility 
here is so cumbersome it is seldom used. 
Closure of Kingsbere road will considerably aggravate the problem by making all residents in the 
area to the south east of Pound Lane use the A35 to access the ‘Oakdale Flyover’ junction which 
is the best and least intrusive route if travelling north or west from Poole.  I cannot accept that 
levels of traffic on Kingsbere Road at present are such as to inhibit cycling or walking, while traffic 
levels on Fernside Road clearly are.  Traffic in Kingsbere Road is effectively ‘calmed’ by residents 
parked cars. 
I must assume that the capacity of the A35 will be further reduced between the ‘New Inn’ lights 
and Fleetsbridge Roundabout if the proposed segregated cycle lanes are constructed, making 
things still more difficult. 
The opinions expressed in the portfolio holder decision report, that once the work is done people 
will change their minds are quite extraordinary in a democratic society.  The attitude reflects 
George Orwell’s ‘1984’ where Winston Smith was eventually forced to love ‘Big Brother’! 
If the Council were serious about encouraging walking in this area they would be well advised to 
rectify the appalling state of the footways, most of which have been destroyed by statutory 
undertakers leaving trip hazards for the elderly in dry weather and puddles in wet.  There have 
been no coordinated footway repairs since I moved to the area in the early 1980s. 
Please record this note as a strong objection to the closure of Kingsbere Road and the continued 
closure of Darby’s Lane.  This seems a hasty idea which runs the risk of causing the problems 
widely reported from around the country of badly conceived anti traffic measures which have had 
to be removed at a great waste of money. 

107 David Huish  BH15 3DD  I am totally opposed to the proposed closure of Kingsbere Rd  - I am very concerned that this 
closure along with the closure at the New Inn will delay ambulances and other emergency 
vehicles accessing our local area. The increased congestion along the main roads is going to 
cause havoc and people will be sitting in traffic jams polluting the people that live on those roads. 
It’s just not fair 

108 Andrews BH15 2ED  Bcp have made this problem by other road closures  
If you open the roads up the traffic will flow freely . 
All you have done is pushed traffic on to other roads therefore  creating issues thst where not 
there  
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You are causing emergency extra stress with closures .more difficult for them to get from a to b  
You have increased traffic in one major  road therefore  creating more pollution  and noise . 
Your job is to make effiencent use  of the roads not  clog the road up  
You are costing  low paid workers extra expense  i.e carers and causing them to be late to clients  
who may need medication  at certain times or have there visits  cut short . 
Please  bcp start thinking about the residents  not  a small number of people with a hidden 
agenda  

109 Leela Clarke BH15 3RH   This is an absurd idea. The council have already closed enough smaller roads around oakdale 
which has impacted the main roads now, making journeys longer and causing more congestion.  

110 Hayley BH15 3RR  It would appear that many of the road closures are due to councillors living in these roads – 
where is the consideration to Pound Lane?  Pound Lane has always been a high-speed rat run 
and many residents have complained for years about this and the concerns surrounding all the 
school children that either cut through to St. Mary’s or walk to Longfleet Primary.  This proposal is 
going to make this issue worse and I strongly object.   
In the ETRA it states Kingsbere Road is only 200m from an entrance to St Marys Primary and its 
closure will help promote walking and cycling to the school and in the area by making it a quieter 
and safer route.  How will it be safer, the back of that school entrance is on Pound Lane, the very 
road you will be making even worse than it is now.  Are you also planning to put traffic calming 
measures on Pound Lane?  You are seriously asking for trouble if this goes ahead and this is not 
part of your plan. 
I am all for fostering an increase in cycling – however, you have to have safe roads in order to get 
people on board with proper cycle lanes, not just shut random roads where a councillor may live!  
How does that give you a continuous cycle route – the cycle route starts and stops on that road 
closure.  It’s all nonsense.  

111 Merisa Trent  BH15 3EE  The closure of derbys lane has had a very detrimental impact on the flow of traffic at the bottom 
of Dorchester road. Many drivers wishing to use Fernside road used Derbys lane as a way of 
avoiding the traffic lights at Dorchester road. The closure of the road has caused long delays. 
Sometimes the traffic lights change multiple times and you have been unable to get through due 
to the sheer quantity of waiting traffic. I see no advantage to the closure continuing. 
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No Name Your 
Postcode 

Organisation (if 
applicable) 

Your comments 

112 Steven Hayes BH15 3SN  None I do not support the Darbys Lane Road clisure as it has simy diverted more traffic elsewhere and 
particularly the Kingsbere Road rat run. However if Darbys Lane is to continue to be vlised I fully 
support the temporary closure at Hennings Park Road end of Kingsbere Road to make the peoes 
lives there safer and more bearable. Having lived there for 20 years until 18 months ago it 
became an increasing major rat run cut through meaning you had to take your life in your hands 
to reverse out of your driveway especially as with no parking restrictions it became a car park and 
the short road meant you had nearly no time to see anyone using the road 

113 Patricia Clapp BH15 3QU  I do not believe that this road closure will bring any benefits but will cause many people to have to 
drive further therefor not very environmentally friendly. 

114 Andrew Coley  BH15 3ER   Keep it closed,its stopped racing and because of the park somewhat helps. 

 



 

 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER DECISION RECORD 

 

Report subject  Darby’s Lane Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) 

Decision maker Cllr Mike Greene (Portfolio Holder for Transport and Sustainability) 

Decision date  Not before 12 August 2021. This has been extended from the original date of 29 
July 2021 to allow interested parties to make representations at the request of 
the Portfolio Holder. 

Decision taken To extend the experimental closure of Darby’s Lane for review and 

decision after 3 months of further operation, and, to expand the 

experiment to include a new closure of Kingsbere Rd at its junction 

with Hennings Park Road by Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 

(ETRO) with a further review after 6 months of operation and 

consultation.   

Reasons for the 
decision 

Decisions regarding Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) including ETROs are 

delegated to the Portfolio Holder.  An ETRO can run up to a maximum of 18 

months and therefore a decision is required in regard to the future regulation of 

traffic in this area.  

The Portfolio Holder has considered the results of consultation to date, has 

considered the evidence he has received relating to operation of the closure and 

the wider implications for the traffic network and also has consulted and taken 

direction from the local Ward Cllrs and Officers and considers that the 

experimental closure of Darby Lane  should be continued for review and 

decision after 3 months of further operation, and, to expand the experiment to 

include a new closure of Kingsbere Rd at its junction with Hennings Park Road 

by Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) with a further review after 6 

months of operation and consultation.   

The closure of Kingsbere Rd may prevent an alternative cut through route and 

may more effectively create a small Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) and this 

may change the public view of the measure and help realise wider benefits. 

In view of the maximum legal duration of an ETRO of 18 months, there is 

insufficient time to extend the Darby Lane closure by 6 months and still process 

a final decision on that measure.  This is the reason the Darby’s Lane closure 

will be subject to review after only 3 months of further operation. 

The new ETRO to introduce an experimental closure of Kingsbere Rd can 

continue for a maximum of up to 18 months however the intention is to review 

that after 6 months of operation.  It is noted that 6 months of operation is the 

minimum period of operation required for an ETRO to be reviewed and made 

permanent. 

Call-in and 
urgency: 

This decision is subject to a 5-day call in period. 



 

 

Corporate Director  Kate Ryan – Chief Operations Officer. 

Responsible officer Richard Pearson 

Wards  Oakdale 

Status  Open 

Background The original scheme comprised installation of a point road closure to motor traffic 

of Darby’s Lane at its junction with A35 Wimborne Rd.   

Darby’s Lane lies on the Transforming Cities Fund (TCF) route C5 which links 

Canford Heath to Poole Town Centre.  It is a key walking and cycling route to 

Poole High School which is less than a mile away, and there are also a number 

of junior schools in the surrounding area.  As such, this route is a primary link on 

the draft Local Cycling and Walking Improvement Plan (LCWIP).  De-trafficking 

Darby’s Lane has created a quiet road suitable for children to cycle on – without 

this it would be necessary to consider installing segregated cycling infrastructure 

along its length in order to maintain the safe continuous route intended under 

TCF.  The measure also facilitates more significant junction improvements as 

part of that intervention.  

Kingsbere Road is only 200m from an entrance to St Marys Primary and its 

closure will help promote walking and cycling to the school and in the area by 

making it a quieter and safer route. 

The proposed closure of Kingsbere Road to through traffic will directly affect the 

route of the Service 32 bus to Poole, operated by Morebus. This service is 

contracted by BCP Council to ensure local residents have access to a bus in the 

area. It operates two times each way per day on Mondays- Saturdays.   

Following closure of Kingsbere Road Service 32 will instead divert along the 

length of Pound Lane, with 4 bus stops provided.  

The local bus operator will be asked to provide information on journey times in 

this area so that monitoring of the scheme can take place. All buses are fitted 

with GPS tracking and this can be used to accurately determine impacts. The 

data will be requested in Autumn 2021 when traffic volumes are more likely to 

have settled to normal pre-Covid levels.  The Council will also continue to 

monitor road casualties on the diversion routes for bus and general traffic. 

The remit of the original Darby’s Lane experimental closure was to: 

 Foster an increase in cycling by creating a safer, more continuous cycle 

route;  

 Support the health, environmental and traffic benefits of sustainable travel in 

line with national and local transport policy;   

 Initially, and ongoing to a degree, to form part of the Council’s transport 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The existing experimental road closure was brought in by a decision of 

Corporate Incident Management Team (CIMT) as part of the Council’s 

Emergency Active Travel Fund Tranche 1 (EATF T1) Programme.  Based on 

Department of Transport (DfT) requirements EATF T1 measures had to be 

devised within 7 days, started to be delivered on the ground within 4 weeks and 

completed on the ground within 8 weeks of commencement.  The measure was 



 

 

introduced with the stated intention of reviewing it after an experimental period of 

6 months. 

The measure was installed on 18th August 2020 and therefore the 6 month initial 

review period ended on 21st February 2021. 

The measure has been retained in place to date pending this review and a 
decision.   

The Council was not able to collect meaningful data on the traffic impact of this 
measure as traffic flows have been very varied and atypical during the trial 
period due to periods of lockdown related to Covid.  Therefore any data collected 
is not meaningful compared against previous known flows.  However, the 
Council has a strategic traffic model called a SATURN model.   This is based on 
known traffic flows in 2017.   This model gives an indication of the impact of the 
Darbys Lane closure on some of the possible alternative routes that traffic would 
take and the changes to traffic volume and journey times on these routes is set 
out below: 

Derby’s Lane Route 

AM 

Travel 

Time Diff 

(seconds) 

Inter 

Peak 

Travel 

Time 

Diff 

(s) 

PM 

Travel 

Time 

Diff 

(s) 

AM Traffic 

Volume 

Difference 

(Vehicles/hr) 

PM Traffic 

Volume 

Difference 

(Vehicles/hr) 

Rossmore Rbt 

to George Rbt 

via Longfleet 

Road 

  

Route 

East 

Bound 

-8.9 -6.7 -3.3 14 36 

Route 

WB 
7.9 9.0 4.2 36 26 

Dorset 

Way/Adastral 

Rd Rbt to 

7830 

Wimborne 

Rd/Dorchester 

Rd (09PS) Via 

Dorchester 

Rd/Oakdale 

Rd 

  

Route 

East 

Bound 

-0.05 0.3 0.3 -64 -68 

Route 

WB 
-2.4 -9.5 -12.2 -8 -7 

Wimborne 

Rd/Dorchester 

Rd (09PS) To 

Dorchester 

Rd/Pound Ln 

  

Route 

East 

Bound 

0.5 0.6 0.9 58 70 

Route 

WB 
-0.9 -8.2 -11.1 -4 -5 

 

The largest increase in journey time of 9 seconds is west bound from Rossmore 
Roundabout to George Roundabout via Longfleet Road.  The largest traffic 
volume increase is on Wimborne Rd/Dorchester Rd to Dorchester Rd/Pound 



 

 

Lane and comprises an increase of 70 vehicles per hour.  These increases are 
relatively small in scale. 
  

Options appraisal The options available are to retain, modify or remove the measure and/or 
continue the experiment and review again at a future time within the original 18-
month experimental period.   

Whilst the measure has never operated at normal times, due to the Covid 19 
pandemic, many of the original scheme objectives still apply however certain 
modifications have been identified as being desirable and viable in the light of 
the consultation feedback.  

Consultation 
undertaken 

Public Consultation: 

Whilst the period for pre-consultation of this measure was very short, the 
experimental period has provided a less time pressured consultation to be 
undertaken as follows: 

 ‘ETRO Response’ mailbox collected written objections and written 

representations of support or comment.  A summary of responses and 

analysis is provided. (Appendix A);  

 Online questionnaire to collect information about how individuals responded 

to the measure on a scale ranging from positive to negative and on a range 

of specific questions (Six-Month Review March 2021- Appendix B).  

Formal written responses: 

A total of 31 responses were received, 4 in favour, 16 against and the remainder 

were comments, queries or neutral.   

On-line questionnaire: 

As of  21st February 2021, 160 responses were received. 



 

 

 74% disagree that Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn 
Junction. 23% agree. 

 71% disagree that the changes make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's 
Lane. 22% agree. 

 74% disagree that the changes make it safer for me to walk in Darby's 
Lane. 18% agree. 

 82% disagree that the changes have encouraged me/my family to travel 
to school on foot/by bicycle. 12% agree. 

 Overall, one in five (20%) of respondents feel a positive impact from the 
changes, with just over two thirds (68%) feeling a negative impact. 
 

Results vary by date of response, respondent type, age, gender and mode of 

travel. 

Notably, 47 of the responses were received before launch (during the ETRO 

notification period), 65 during the first 4 weeks and 46 after 4 weeks. 

Before launch, 74% perceived a negative impact, during the first 4 weeks 80% 

perceived a negative impact however after 4 weeks 46% perceived a negative 

impact and 43% perceived a positive impact. 

It is possible that those responding before or shortly after the measure was 

installed were responding more to the idea of the measure whereas those 

responding after 4 weeks were perhaps responding more to how the measure 

impacted them in practice.  Furthermore, due to the pace at which the measures 

were introduced in the very early stages of the closure the Traffic Signals at the 

Wimborne Road/Fernside Road (New Inn) Junction were not adjusted to match 

the trial arrangement as traffic signal adjustment took longer to introduce for 

technical reasons.  Overall, whilst the public consultation is on balance against 

the measure, it is apparent that during the course of the trial the public view 

moved to be more supportive of the trial.   

Kingsbere Rd is an alternative route for many rather than using A35 Wimborne 

Rd.  It is possible that some of the remaining negativity around the trial is based 

on those responding locally who have had more traffic displaced onto their roads 

and therefore the suggestion of extending the trial period by 3 months and 

introducing a closure in Kingsbere Rd may increase overall local support for the 

experiment. 

The user group most supportive of the measure were cyclists, with 40% being in 

favour and 45% being against. 

Overall, the main reasons cited by those against the measure are an increase in 

congestion, displaced traffic and pollution and also a lack of understanding why 

the measure is needed and safety concerns. 

Members Consulted who are all in favour of this decision: 

     Cllr Mike Greene, Cabinet Member for Transport and Sustainability 
     Cllr Felicity Rice, Ward Cllr for Oakdale 
     Cllr Pete Miles, Ward Cllr for Oakdale 

 
Officers Consulted:  

     Julian McLaughlin – Service Director, Transport and Engineering  
     Richard Pincroft – Head of Service, Transportation 

 Richard Pearson - Transport Network Manager  

 Andy Brown – Traffic Team Leader 



 

 

 John McVey - Sustainable Transport Policy Manager 

Financial/Resource 
implications 

The initial costs of implementing the original EATF T1 programme measure were 

approximately £5,000 and these costs were recoverable from the external EATF 

T1 capital grant from the DfT. 

Retaining and expanding the measure in the way described would result in costs 
of around £10,000 to amend the current ETRO and these costs would be funded 
from the EATF Tranche 2 programme that included budget for the modification 
of Tranche 1 schemes.   

Summary of legal 
implications 

The Council has powers under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to make 

Traffic Regulation Orders and Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders.  

The legislation enables the Council when making an ETRO to include a 

provision granting power to a relevant officer to amend or vary the ETRO whilst 

it remains in force. The ETRO can remain in force for up to 18 months and 

therefore extending the trial by 3 months from the date of this decision is 

permitted.   

The proposed new ETRO in Kingsbere Rd will sit alongside the existing one and 

the impact monitored. The Council has, in reaching the decision to continue the 

existing ETRO and make the new one, considered the results of consultation to 

date and will continue to monitor the impact of the changes and further feedback 

during the remaining temporary period prior to any decision to make the 

experimental orders permanent. The decision to make a new ETRO is one for 

the Portfolio Holder to make, and this Decision Notice sets out how he has 

reached this decision and formally records the decision in line with the Council’s 

Constitutional requirements. 

In making the decision to continue the existing Order and make a new Order the 

Council has considered the criteria contained within Section 122 of the Road 

Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and in particular the duty to make decisions to 

secure the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of vehicular and other 

traffic (including pedestrians). 

Summary of 
sustainability 
impact 

LTNs help to promote sustainable travel and therefore the environmental impact 
of this measure is mainly positive locally however some of the benefits may be 
offset by the displacement of traffic.  This in turn may be offset if the measure 
helps promote more local travel by sustainable modes in the medium or longer 
term. 

Summary of public 
health implications 

Sustainable travel measures help promote more active travel modes and these 
modes help promote a healthy lifestyle.   

Reducing traffic will help improve air quality although there is some risk that 
displaced traffic may increase emissions elsewhere.  Similar to the 
environmental impact, this may be offset if the measure helps promote more 
local travel by sustainable modes in the wider area in the medium or longer term. 

If central government advice on social distancing continues for some time, the 
closure of the roads helps prioritise the road space for pedestrians and provides 
more opportunity for people to socially distance and this may also help support a 
positive public health outcome. 

Summary of 
equality 
implications 

A comprehensive EIA screening has been undertaken based on the outcome of 
the consultation to date.  This is attached Appendix C. 



 

 

Significant differences were only shown for age and gender. Some age groups 

showed slightly more agreement with the trial than others, but notable was the 

significant disagreement for the 35-44 age group. For gender men were less 

pronounced in their opposition compared to women. There were more 

pronounced variations in disagreement and impact based on where people live, 

how they travel, if they use local services, work in the area and the time the 

response was received. There will be different profiles for these groups, but any 

conclusions can only be supposed.  

In the context of responses showing relatively low levels of agreement, 

extending and enhancing the trial will not evidence further impact for any 

protected groups compared to the initial trial. By allowing more time and 

modifying the scheme to anticipate reducing traffic impacts arising from the initial 

6 months period, more of the intended original benefits should be realised. 

Providing a safer overall environment to encourage take up of active travel is 

more inclusive and for this scheme there are not corresponding impacts on other 

protected groups by extending the trial.  

With disproportionate impacts of poor air quality for disabled people and 
children, and the detriment of high traffic levels for children’s development, 
extending the time and scope of the trial will continue to provide benefits to these 
groups. 

Overall, the equality impact of this measure is therefore considered neutral or 
slightly positive however an extension of the trial will allow for more analysis to 
be undertaken.  

Summary of risk 
assessment 

There are no major risks identified and a summary of the risks is included in 
Appendix D. 

Conflicts of interest 
declared by 
Cabinet member 
consulted on this 
decision 

Not applicable. 
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Introduction  

This document assesses all the formal correspondence which has been received in the 

‘ETRO Response’ mailbox (etroresponse@bcpcouncil.gov.uk) in relation to the Experimental 

Traffic Regulation Order on Darbys Lane (ETRO/4). Overall, it forms part of the consultation 

process for the measures introduced in Tranche 1 of the Emergency Active Travel Fund 

(EATF).  

The scheme involved a modal filter which closed a section of Darbys Lane at the New Inn 

junction (where the A35 and the B3093 converge) to motorised vehicles. Its remit was to: 

 Simplify movements and support the cycle route by discouraging through traffic;  

 Create additional space where people can cycle and walk safely; and   

 Form part of the Council’s transport response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The trial took place for an initial 6-month period between Friday 7th August 2020 and Sunday 

21st February 2021.  

This review draws upon reporting outputs and updates contained within previously issued 

Monitoring Reports to provide:  

 An assessment of the formal consultation feedback;  

 Responses to objections; and  

 A set of recommendations.  

Where applicable, findings from the Senior Walking and Cycling Officer Review will also be 

discussed to aid analysis.  

Ultimately, the purpose of this report is to inform the decision-making process as to whether 

the scheme should:  

 Continue in its current form for a further period of time;  

 Be changed in some way;  

 Made permanent; or  

 Be removed. 

This document has been structured into five chapters:  

 Overall feedback – sets out statistical totals and a disaggregation by time periods, 

detailing the number and proportion of responses ‘Against’, ‘Neutral’ and ‘For’ the 

scheme, with some accompanying analysis.  

 Key themes raised – discusses common topics used by respondents to justify their 

point of view, focusing on areas of consensus and points of difference. 

 Responses to formal objections – details the Council’s responses to objections.  

 Suggestions to improve the scheme – lists alternatives and complementary measures 

suggested by respondents along with Council responses.  

 Conclusions and recommendations – outlines findings from the formal consultation, 

offering preliminary recommendations.   

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Home.aspx
https://wsponline.sharepoint.com/sites/GB-BCPTROs/Shared%20Documents/General/Transport/Public%20Correspondence%20Mailbox/Reports/Scheme%20Reviews/Evening%20Hill,%20ETRO3%20&%20ETRO4/etroresponse@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
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Overall feedback 

This chapter sets out statistical totals along with a disaggregation by time periods to illustrate 

the prevailing view and how feedback may have changed as the trial progressed.  

Data 

A Red-Amber-Green (RAG) methodology has been used to aid analysis and interpretation, 

setting out feedback into three categories: ‘Against’; ‘Neutral’ and ‘For’. Appendix A 

includes notes on how the statistics have been derived and the classification criteria used. 

Altogether, a total of 31 formal responses were received, the lowest of all the schemes which 

were implemented as part of EATF Tranche 1. This consisted of:  

 16 objections; 

 1 neutral comment; 

 4 messages of support; 

 5 follow up messages; and  

 2 queries. 

The table below outlines the data in a RAG format.   

Statistical totals 

Measure Against Neutral For 
Quantity 16 1 4 

Proportion 76% 5% 19% 

Disaggregation by time periods 

Time period 
Against Neutral For 

Quantity Proportion Quantity Proportion Quantity Proportion 

11-day period between 
advert date and 
installation date 

1 100% 0 0% 0 0% 

First 4-week period 4 80% 1 20% 0 0% 

Second 4-week period 2 67% 0 0% 1 33% 

Third 4-week period 4 100% 0 0% 0 0% 

Fourth 4-week period 1 50% 0 0% 1 50% 

Fifth 4-week period 0 0% 0 0% 1 100% 

Sixth 4-week period 3 100% 0 0% 0 0% 

Seventh 4-week period 1 50% 0 0% 1 50% 

Final 2-week period 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Analysis  

Of the formal responses, 95% were equivocal, with just over 66% objections and 

approximately 20% messages of support. Consequently, it would appear that the majority of 

those who chose to provide formal representation were against the scheme. Neutral 

feedback was negligible. However, the trends outlined could be a function of the small 
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sample size which affects data validity and how representative views are of the wider 

population. 

In terms of disaggregation over the course of the trial, the small sample size means it’s 

difficult to identify any discernible trends. As a result, it’s unclear whether formal responses 

became more positive or negative over time. Evidently, responses were sporadic. Only a 

handful of responses were submitted across the various periods meaning there was no 

noticeable drop-off in engagement with the exception of the final two-week period. 

Correspondence peaked during the first 4-week period.  
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Key themes raised 

This chapter discusses common themes raised in the formal correspondence.  

Formal objections 

The table below lists common themes that have appeared in formal objections to the 

ETRO/4 consultation along with quantities and proportions to provide context. Themes have 

been ordered according to their relative magnitude.   

Theme 
Objections mentioning a 

particular theme 
Proportion of all 

formal responses  
Number Description Quantity Proportion 

1 Displaced traffic 7 44% 23% 

2 Congestion 6 38% 19% 

3 Pollution 6 38% 19% 

4 Purpose 5 31% 16% 

5 Higher traffic volumes 5 31% 16% 

6 Evidence justifying the scheme 3 19% 10% 

7 Prior consultation 2 13% 6% 

8 Signage 2 13% 6% 

9 Road safety 2 13% 6% 

10 Impact to business 1 6% 3% 

11 Emergency service access 1 6% 3% 

12 Access for deliveries 1 6% 3% 

Displaced traffic 

Two thirds of the themes listed in the table above (numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 10, 11 and 12) 

relate to the effects of traffic being moved from Darbys Lane onto adjoining streets. Multiple 

residents have alleged that traffic is diverting along Hennings Park Road, Kingsbere Road, 

and Pound Lane from Dorchester Road. This aspect is reiterated in the Walking and Cycling 

Officer Review, which notes that: 

 Drivers (primarily in the southbound direction) are using this route as an alternative to 

Darbys Lane, some of whom are exceeding the post speed limit (30mph); and  

 A petition has been submitted by a group of residents on Kingsbere Road requesting a 

supplementary modal filter and / or traffic calming measures.    

Geographically, such traffic movements indicate that motorised vehicles causing this 

problem are likely to be originating from the A3049 Dorset Way and Canford Heath via 

Oakdale Road. This hypothesis is substantiated by the fact that Oakdale Road terminates at 

the mini-roundabout with Dorchester Road and there is no direct southbound access onto 

the A35 Fernside Road. Darbys Lane in the past probably acted as a feeder, enabling 

motorised vehicles to avoid the signal-controlled junction adjacent to the Oakdale Centre. 

The southbound predominance could be because of the left-turn onto the A35 Fernside 
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Road from Pound Lane. Gap acceptance opportunities for such traffic movements are 

typically easier compared to right-hand equivalents.    

Seemingly, issues were most pronounced during the school arrival and departure periods. 

Volume of formal correspondence received largely mirrored the period of time when the 

schools were open for face-to-face learning during the Autumn term. Outside of school term 

times, displaced traffic was allegedly still apparent but less severe.  

Principally, objectors have focussed on the consequences of imposing a more circuitous 

route for motorised vehicles and concentrating existing traffic volumes onto a smaller 

segment of the highway network. Fundamentally, arguments were three-fold (deterioration of 

air quality, increased congestion, and reduced network resilience), emanating from the 

perception of increased journey times / distances and more stop-start traffic conditions. 

Those of this persuasion, mentioned not only the impact for locals but also for businesses, 

deliveries and emergency services. Moreover, three respondents did voice initial confusion 

as to whether the traffic signals would continue to allow for cycle movements between 

Darbys Lane and the B3093 Wimborne Road. 

In terms of congestion, one claims that traffic volumes have exacerbated at two signal-

controlled junctions: the one adjacent to the Oakdale Centre (A35 Wimborne Road / 

Dorchester Road / Vicarage Road) and the facility outside the New Inn where the A35 and 

B3093 intersect. With the former, the issue is apparently most acute on the Dorchester Road 

approach. At the New Inn Junction, a couple have commented on the traffic signal phasing, 

arguing that there have been instances of all vehicles being held and no cycle movements 

transpiring.  

Concerns of the wider impact to the Wimborne Road corridor between Fleetsbridge 

Roundabout and The George Roundabout have also been raised. Reportedly, congestion 

manifests throughout the daytime and is not confined to peak periods. Some are of the 

impression that ETRO/4 in combination with the measure on Tatnam Road (ETRO/7) have 

significantly increased traffic volumes and deteriorated journey times across the area.  

Purpose 

Those that cited themes 4 and 6 remarked that the need for the scheme was lacking and the 

measure was a waste of money. Scepticism was voiced about the choice of location and its 

justification. Primarily, it was felt that there were no issues with the previous arrangement as 

all road users coexisted safely and there were inadequate numbers of cyclists to warrant this 

action. Additionally, a minority reasoned that empirical evidence was deficient.  

Prior consultation  

Theme 7 centred on the feeling that residents and Ward Councillors should have been 

engaged with the proposals at an early stage. Criticism pointed out that local knowledge and 

input could have been used to shape the design, mitigate against potential limitations and 

avoid known problems. 
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Signage 

Approximately 13% of objections were of the view that roadside notification of the closure 

was poor, misleading and too generic. In their opinion, it lacked appropriate detail as to 

which road was affected.  

Road safety 

Theme 9 refers to the perception that the scheme had led to a deterioration in road safety. It 

would appear that two factors have influenced this opinion: the effects of displaced traffic 

and driver behaviour at junctions. According to one, drivers are disregarding lane markings 

and mounting footways on the Dorchester Road approach at the signal-controlled junction 

adjacent to the Oakdale Centre. Seemingly, queues obstruct access to other traffic lanes.   

Messages of Support 

The table below lists common themes that have appeared in formal messages of support to 

the ETRO/4 consultation along with quantities and proportions to provide context. Themes 

have been ordered according to their relative magnitude.   

Theme 

Messages 

mentioning a 

particular theme 

Proportion of 

all formal 

responses  
Number Description Quantity Proportion 

1 Environmental improvements 3 75% 10% 

2 Enhanced road safety 2 50% 6% 

3 Behavioural change 2 50% 6% 

4 Lower traffic volumes 1 25% 3% 

Environment 

Themes 1 encapsulates notions linked to physical activity, air quality, the public health 

agenda and the Council’s declared climate emergency. Fundamentally, its broad compass 

means its an underlying aspect hinted at within the other themes listed below. 

Road safety 

Theme 2 alludes to the perception that the measure has enhanced safety for vulnerable and 

non-motorised road users by: 

 Improving amenity value for people accessing the neighbouring Oakdale Road Playpark; 

 Minimising user conflict by lessening risk of near misses for cyclists; and 

 Reducing instances of vehicles exceeding the posted speed limit. Apparently, this used 

to transpire when the traffic signals at the New Inn junction displayed a green aspect. 

The Walking and Cycling Officer Review largely concurs, citing the proximity of the children’s 

playground and that the New Inn junction is a cluster site for personal injury accidents.   

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Home.aspx


 

bcpcouncil.gov.uk 

‘BCP Council’ is the operational name for Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council.         

Behavioural change 

Theme 3 refers to improved connectivity for those travelling by bicycle. The general 

consensus by those in favour appears to be that the scheme has resulted in an uptake in 

cycling coupled with an uplift in children using Oakdale Road Playpark. In the Walking and 

Cycling Officer Review it is noted that as part of the Transforming Cities Fund (TCF) 

programme, it is proposed to permanently close access for motorised vehicles to the New 

Inn junction from Darbys Lane to foster cycling and walking improvements.   

Lower traffic volumes 

Supporters of the scheme are of the impression that traffic volumes have significantly 

reduced, with associated reductions in noise. This aspect is reiterated in the Walking and 

Cycling Officer Review, which states: 

 That Darbys Lane was used a means to avoid the traffic signals at the junction adjacent 

to the Oakdale Centre; and  

 The increased distance for motorised vehicles is negligible.  

Proponents also argue that excessive congestion has not materialised.  
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Responses to formal objections  

The table below sets out Council responses to formal objections according to the relevant themes identified in the previous chapter.    

Theme Sub-theme Council response 

Displaced 

traffic 

Hennings Park 

Road, 

Kingsbere 

Road and 

Pound Lane 

If the scheme is retained, the Council would explore options for supplementary modal filters and / or traffic calming 

measures to mitigate against displaced traffic on these roads. This would likely manifest as part of infrastructure 

improvements being delivered through the TCF programme. For reference, Darbys Lane is part of the proposed route 

between Poole Town Centre and Merley and incorporates a modal filter. Subject to the outcomes of the ETRO/4 

consultation process, TCF proposals involve converting the temporary arrangement currently in place into a permanent 

feature.      

In the meantime, residents can report incidents of vehicles exceeding the posted speed limit to Dorset Police. Further 

information is provided on the following webpage: 

http://www.dorsetroadsafe.org.uk/enforcement-operations/reporting-traffic-concerns/  

Consequences 

for motorised 

vehicles 

Increases in distance travelled and journey times for motorised vehicles are considered negligible (as highlighted in the 

Walking and Cycling Officer Review). ETRO/4 still facilitates local access but prevents through traffic using it as a 

shortcut. Rat-running as its colloquially known, produces negative externalities, such as congestion, noise, pollution and 

safety. Through traffic should use more suitable arterial routes like the A35 Wimborne Road. 

ETRO/4 was designed to support the cycle route between Poole Town Centre and Canford Heath. Reductions in traffic 

volumes makes cycling more amenable particularly for less confident cyclists who prefer to cycle away from busy traffic 

routes. On quiet mixed traffic streets (i.e. Darbys Lane) there is less need for segregated cycling facilities because the 

principal function of these roads is access to local properties. However, this necessitates a low traffic low speed 

environment. Modal filters are one of several recognised traffic management measures to help achieve this (as stipulated 

within Section 7 of Cycle Infrastructure Design Local Transport Note 1/20). 
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Managing demand for car travel by promoting alternate means of transport and ensuring users have a range of travel 

options, is one of the ways to improve highway network resilience.   

Emergency services are statutory consultees. Prior to implementing ETRO/4, the Council engaged with representatives 

from the Ambulance, Fire and Police services. If any concerns had been raised, these would have been dealt before the 

trial commenced, either by making amendments or cancelling the scheme. 

Traffic signal 

timings  

Traffic signal timings have been adjusted at the New Inn junction and the intersection adjacent to the Oakdale Centre to 

account for changes in traffic flows. Initially, there were a few snagging issues at the New Inn junction regarding cycle 

times and detection (as highlighted in the Walking and Cycling Officer Review). However, these were subsequently 

resolved. Traffic signals for Darbys Lane now operate on a demand dependent function, meaning that if no cyclists are 

detected then that phase is skipped. By simplifying traffic movements, ETRO/4 enables the junction to operate more 

efficiently because there are fewer stages and intergreen periods.  

Impact to 

Wimborne 

Road corridor 

Trips patterns to school during the 2020 Autumn term were heavily influenced by COVID-19. Public health advice along 

with guidance issued by school and college leaders advised parents that children should avoid using public transport 

where possible to minimise transmission rates. Therefore, it is considered that the traffic volumes witnessed were a 

temporary phenomenon and not an indication of permanent behavioural change. Once the situation with the pandemic 

has stabilised, it is expected that trip patterns will normalise and issues dissipate. Nevertheless, the Council will continue 

to monitor the area and take remedial action if required. ETROs were implemented to create low traffic areas which were 

more amenable to cycling and thus free up road space for more essential use when this mode is not a viable option. 

Purpose 

Cost 

Funding was sourced from the EATF, a central government grant as announced by the Secretary of State in May 2020. 

The monies that were made available were very small and would not have funded more significant infrastructure projects. 

Conditions were also attached, limiting what the finance could be used for. Guidance issued by the Department for 

Transport stipulated that allocations were only for closing roads to through traffic, installing physically segregated cycle 

lanes (using full or light segregation) and / or widening pavements on roads currently used by motorised vehicles. The 

main purpose of the fund was promoting cycling as a replacement for journeys previously made by public transport. 

Need 

ETRO/4 was designed to support the cycle route between Poole Town Centre and Canford Heath which is one of the 

busiest in the conurbation with a high potential for future growth. Furthermore, the New Inn junction is a cluster site for 

personal injury accidents, meaning that there are safety benefits to simplifying traffic movements.  
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Reductions in traffic volumes makes cycling more amenable particularly for less confident cyclists who prefer to cycle 

away from busy traffic routes. On quiet mixed traffic streets (i.e. Darbys Lane) there is less need for segregated cycling 

facilities because the principal function of these roads is access to local properties. However, this necessitates a low 

traffic low speed environment. Modal filters are one of several recognised traffic management measures to help achieve 

this (as stipulated within Section 7 of Cycle Infrastructure Design Local Transport Note 1/20). 

Empirical 

evidence 

The number of specific location requests for modal filters involved several hundred. However, each scheme was judged 

on its own merits rather than the quantity of applications received.  

The criteria used for selecting schemes was a scoring mechanism, based on the following: impact on walking and cycling 

to school; propensity to cycle; proximity to existing or proposed strategic walking or cycle routes; potential to improve 

road safety; and potential to improve bus punctuality and journey time reliability. 

An assessment methodology based on readily available data was devised to identify BCP Census areas which would 

benefit the most. The available data consisted of the following: potential increases in cycling by area using the 

Department for Transport sponsored Propensity to Cycle Tool (PCT); the locations of all cycle accidents involving injury 

for the last 5 years; and the location of all educational establishments in the BCP area.  

PCT data for current and forecast commuting levels was extracted from the 'Go Dutch' scenario for different BCP Census 

areas. The difference between existing and forecast levels was then calculated and divided by the size of the Census 

areas to give the potential increase in cycle trips per kilometre squared.  

Accidents and the numbers of educational establishments were similarly treated. Additionally, all current bus routes were 

mapped to assist with scheme selection. This enabled the identification of areas that had: significant potential to increase 

commuter cycling; high levels of cycling accidents; and high levels of education establishments.  

Each of these were scored from 1 to 5 (with 5 being the highest). Scores were then aggregated for each BCP Census 

area, enabling a ranking to be produced. Schemes falling within top-ranking areas were then extracted from the list and 

assessed to identify those with the greatest potential. 

Background traffic modelling using the South East Dorset (SED) model was undertaken prior to implementation for 

schemes with available data. Darbys Lane is included in the SED model and therefore was modelled. Please note that 

the SED model is an external application managed by Dorset County Council. 
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Prior consultation 

The timing of the consultation after the implementation of the scheme was a condition of the funding received from 

Central Government through the EATF. Criteria for this grant insisted that the measures should be implemented within 12 

weeks of funding being awarded. The Department for Transport recommended the use of an ETRO which incorporates a 

7-day notice period. These time constraints meant that there was not the normal opportunity for advance consultation. 

However, unlike a conventional Traffic Regulation Order (TRO), an ETRO is a trial lasting for an initial 6-month period 

with the option to extend this up to 18 months if required. As part of the trial, a consultation was held and stakeholders 

were able to submit formal representation either by email or post and complete a web-based survey. Fundamentally, 

members of the public could see for themselves the effect of the change before commenting. Outputs from the 

consultation reporting tools will be used to inform the review of the scheme and subsequent decisions. It was always the 

intention of the Council to engage with residents and it remains committed to this process.   

The need for urgent action arose as a consequence of the return to school / work in the Summer of 2020 following the 

easing of restrictions associated with the first national lockdown. Warnings were raised about the implications COVID-19 

could have on the local highway network. Specifically, there was genuine concern that traffic gridlock could rapidly 

develop if a significant number of public transport users switched to travelling by car because of health concerns and / or 

reductions in capacity brought on by social distancing requirements. To mitigate against this induced demand, ETROs 

were implemented to create low traffic areas which were more amenable to cycling and walking and thus free up road 

space for more essential use when cycling and walking is not a viable option. 

Signage 

Signage used conformed to statutory guidance set out in The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions (TSRGD) 

2016. Council Officers involved in the design of the scheme reviewed signage during the trial and removed anything 

deemed surplus to requirements. 

Road safety 

Overall, feedback to-date suggests that incidents of vehicles mounting the footway have been limited. If the issue 

persists, the Council would consider additional physical measures plus enforcement options in accordance with devolved 

powers in Part 6 of the Traffic Management Act. Members of the public can report occurrences via Dorset Police’s 

enforcement operations reporting site and / or the Council’s online report-it tool, as detailed on the following webpages: 

http://www.dorsetroadsafe.org.uk/enforcement-operations/reporting-traffic-concerns/   

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Report-a-problem-or-fault-or-tell-us-about-something/Report-a-problem-or-fault-or-tell-us-

about-something.aspx.  
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Suggestions to improve the scheme 

The intention of this chapter was to list alternatives and complementary measures suggested 

by respondents to improve the scheme, along with Council responses. However, only one 

idea was submitted: alterations to the traffic signals at the New Inn Junction to reflect the 

new restriction, including a demand dependent function for cyclists travelling between 

Darbys Lane and the B3093 Wimborne Road. As discussed in the Responses to formal 

objections, this matter has already been addressed.   

The Walking and Cycling Officer Review recommends three complementary measures:  

 Additional modal filter on Kingsbere Road at the junction with Hennings Park Road; 

 Options could include a configuration akin to ETRO/4 or a bus gate similar to the 

one currently being trialled on Birds Hill Road (ETRO/9) with restrictions applying 

to southbound traffic.  

 Any changes would require the relocation of two bus stops onto Pound Lane; 

 Low level cycle signals as prescribed in TSRGD diagram 3000.2A and section 10.6 of 

Cycle Infrastructure Design Local Transport Note 1/20; and 

 Monitoring of signal timings and traffic flows at the signal-controlled junctions adjacent to 

the Oakdale Centre and The New Inn:  

 Should be undertaken both in the immediate term as traffic volumes return to pre-

COVID-19 levels and the longer outlook as TCF proposals are implemented; and 

 Purpose is to ensure extra delays to motorised vehicles (including buses) are 

minimised and cycle times are optimised for pedestrian crossing movements.  
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Conclusions and recommendations  

Conclusions 

Overall feedback 

Of the formal responses, it is difficult to ascertain discernible outcomes because of the small 

number of messages received. However, from the correspondence submitted, in excess of 

66% were against the scheme, with only 20% in favour. It’s also unclear whether messages 

become more positive or negative over time owing to the sporadic nature of responses.  

Key themes raised  

Formal objections 

Formal objections centred around five core themes. In order of relative magnitude, these 

were:  

 Displaced traffic; 

 Purpose;  

 Prior consultation;  

 Signage; and  

 Road safety;  

The effects of traffic being moved from Darbys Lane onto adjoining streets was the most 

cited theme in formal objections. Ostensibly, this seems to have transpired on Hennings 

Park Road, Kingsbere Road, and Pound Lane, with the issue most pronounced during the 

school arrival and departure periods in the southbound direction (as highlighted in the 

Walking and Cycling Officer Review). Geographically, is likely that vehicles are emanating 

from Oakdale Road.  

Other aspects relating to displaced traffic focussed on the consequences of imposing a more 

circuitous route for motorised vehicles and concentrating existing traffic volumes onto a 

smaller segment of the highway network. Fundamentally, concerns were three-fold: 

deterioration of air quality; increased congestion; and reduced network resilience. 

In terms of congestion, a handful claimed that ETRO/4 in combination with ETRO/7 had 

increased traffic volumes and deteriorated journey times along the Wimborne Road corridor 

between Fleetsbridge Roundabout and The George Roundabout. A couple had also raised 

concerns about the signal timings at the two respective junctions next to the Oakdale Centre 

and The New Inn.  

Of the other themes: 

 Purpose implied that the need for the scheme was lacking, there were no issues with the 

previous arrangement and empirical evidence was deficient;  
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 Prior consultation reflected a feeling that residents and Ward Councillors should have 

been engaged with the proposals at an early stage; 

 Signage referred to the impression that roadside notification of the closure was poor, 

misleading and too generic; and 

 Road safety alluded to the effects of displaced traffic and isolated incidents of drivers 

mounting footways on the Dorchester Road approach to the junction with the A35 

Wimborne Road.  

Council responses to objections have been provided. Actions to take forward for further 

consideration relate to the mitigation of displaced traffic. Principally they entail a need to 

explore options for supplementary modal filters and / or traffic calming measures if the 

scheme is retained.  

Messages of support 

Formal correspondence in favour of the scheme concentrated on three themes. In order of 

relative magnitude, these were: 

 Environmental benefits linking to notions of physical activity, air quality, the public health 

agenda and the Council’s declared climate emergency;  

 Improved road safety for vulnerable and non-motorised road users by enhancing 

amenity, tackling speeding and minimising user conflict;  

 Behavioural change, consisting of an uptake in cycling and those using the Oakdale 

Road Playpark; and 

 Lower traffic volumes / noise without adverse effects to congestion.   

All of these were reiterated in the Walking and Cycling Officer Review. 

Suggestions to improve the scheme 

Only one respondent proposed a suggestion to improve the scheme. As discussed in the 

Responses to formal objections, this matter has already been addressed. Nonetheless, 

the Walking and Cycling Officer Review recommends three complementary measures which 

warrant further consideration: 

 Additional modal filter on Kingsbere Road at the junction with Hennings Park Road; 

 Low level cycle signals; and  

 Monitoring of the signal-controlled junctions adjacent to the Oakdale Centre and The 

New Inn. 

Recommendations 

 Overall, it is recommended that the scheme is continued for further experiment or made 

permanent and adopted as part of TCF proposals for the route between Poole Town 

Centre and Merley. This is because of the road safety benefits it brings and how it 

supports sustainable transport initiatives.  
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 Consideration be given to expanding the scheme to address one of the local diversion 

routes created via Kingsbere Rd. 

 Nevertheless, this is on the condition that: 

 Outcomes from the final report for the Online Questionnaire align;    

 Appropriate mitigation is provided to address displaced traffic; and  

 Recommendations from the Walking and Cycling Officer Review are incorporated 

to ensure objectives are fully realised.     

 For the immediate term:  

 Monitoring should take place at the signal-controlled junctions adjacent to the 

Oakdale Centre and The New Inn to ensure that as traffic volumes return to pre-

COVID-19 levels, delays to motorised vehicles (including buses) are minimised 

and cycle times are optimised for pedestrian crossing movements.  

 The current modal filter configuration should remain in-situ as an interim 

arrangement until TCF works are undertaken. 

 During the medium-term, TCF proposals should be modified to incorporate the following 

complementary measures: 

 Supplementary modal filter on Kingsbere Road at the junction with Hennings Park 

Road using a set-up comparable to ETRO/4 or ETRO/9; and 

 Low level cycle signals as prescribed in TSRGD diagram 3000.2A. 

 In the long-term, monitoring at the signal-controlled junctions adjacent to the Oakdale 

Centre and The New Inn should continue to take place to account for any changes to 

demand placed on the network.  

Notes 

 An amendment to the ETRO will re-start the 6-month review period. 

 The current ETRO has a maximum duration of 18 months from the date which it 

commenced (Friday 7th August 2020).   

 Depending on the scale of changes, it will take between six and eight weeks to 

implement revisions to the current arrangement.  

 Any decision regarding ETRO/4 may need to align with the outcome of ETRO/7 given 

that both affect TCF proposals along Wimborne Road.  
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Appendix A – Derivation of statistics and classification 

criteria 

Appendix A includes notes on how the statistics have been derived and the classification 

criteria used when registering formal correspondence received in the ‘ETRO Response 

Mailbox’. 

Derivation of statistics 

 The ‘Against’ category comprises of responses which have been classified as an 

‘Objection’.  

 The ‘Neutral’ category includes responses which have been classified as a ‘Comment’. 

Messages classified as a ‘Follow up to a Standard Response’ or a ‘Query’ were not 

included in the statistics.    

 The ‘For’ category consists of responses which have been classified as a ‘Message of 

support’.   

 Messages classified as a ‘Follow up to a Standard Response’ or a ‘Query’ have been 

excluded from the analysis. Such an approach was taken to:  

 Better ascertain the levels of objection / support;  

 Avoid double-counting the views of those who had responded on more than one 

occasion; and / or  

 Circumvent the potential to misrepresent those who had not elicited a definite 

view. 

Classification Criteria  

The majority of formal correspondence received in the ETRO Response Mailbox was 

unequivocal. However, some responses were noncommittal or mixed with an element of 

subjectivity. Each message was reviewed on a case-by-case basis to determine 

its standpoint. Words, phrases and language used was assessed in their broader context 

rather than in isolation, to ensure feedback was fully considered and nuances accounted for.  

Overall, messages were categorised as one of five types: 

 Objection; 

 Neutral comment;  

 Message of support; 

 Follow up to a Standard Response; and  

 Query. 

Objection 

 Messages which contain the word ‘object’ or suffix variants of this. 

 Also incorporates words similar to ‘object’ i.e. against, disagree, negative, or wrong.  
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Neutral comment 

 Equivocal messages without an obvious slant, neither objecting nor supporting.  

 For example, a response may praise part of the scheme but criticise its method of 

implementation or another aspect.  

 Purpose – to avoid misrepresenting a person who has not elicited a definitive view.  

Message of support 

 Contains the word ‘support’ or suffix variants of this. 

 Also includes words similar to ‘support’ i.e. happy, ‘positive’ or ‘good’.   

Follow up to a Standard Response 

 Used to signify that a respondent has communicated on more than one occasion.  

 Includes correspondence from the same person via continuous or separate email chains 

or through the use of different email accounts.  

 This approach avoids double counting the views of those who respond on more than one 

occasion but still captures any additional correspondence that takes place.   

Query  

 Messages that merely pose a question or request further information.  
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1. Background 

An Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) to prioritise cycling in Darby’s Lane was 

implemented on Friday 14 August 2020. These changes are temporary to allow people to have their 

say on the changes, before any decision would be made on whether to make them permanent.  

Darby’s Lane is one of the highest used cycle routes in the conurbation with high potential for further 

growth in its use. The aim of this trial is to create a safer environment to travel to and through the area 

on foot or by bicycle.  

 

2. Methodology 

The consultation started on 7 August and will run for the duration of the 18 months trial. Information 

about the trial and a consultation form was available online at bcpcouncil.gov.uk/DarbysLane.  

This summary report has been produced to review the scheme six months after it was launched. 

3. Analysis 

Results are broken down by respondent type, when people gave their views during the trial and by 

equalities groups (where sample sizes are large enough) to show any significant differences. The 

numbers of respondents are small for some groups shown in the charts, so caution must be taken 

when using these findings. 

Percentages 

Figures in this report are presented as a percentage of people who answered the question.  The 

percentages in this report will not always add up to 100%. This can be because of rounding, or 

because for some questions, respondents are allowed to select more than one response. 
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Qualitive comments 

Qualitative responses (write in text) to questions were exported into Excel and were thematically 

analysed. The most common themes are reported on in this report.  Anonymised quotes from 

participants have been used to illustrate the themes identified.  

Please note that while the purpose of qualitative data is to provide deeper insights into reasoning and 

impact rather than to quantify data, the numbers of respondents who mentioned the most prevalent 

themes are provided in this report to give an indication of the magnitude of response. However, given 

the nature of qualitative data, it should be noted that this does not provide an indication of significance 

in relation to the question asked. 

In addition, where respondents have provided comments that relate to more than one theme, their 

feedback has been categorised into multiple categories. 
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Summary of key results 

This section summarises the results to the key questions in the consultation.  

As of 21 February 2021, 160 respondents took part in the consultation.  

Levels of agreement with aspects of the trial. 

• 74% disagree that Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn Junction. 23% agree.  

• 71% disagree that the changes make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's Lane. 22% agree.  

• 74% disagree that the changes make it safer for me to walk in Darby's Lane. 18% agree.  

• 82% disagree that the changes have encouraged me/my family to travel to school on foot/by 

bicycle. 12% agree.  

• Results vary by date of response. respondent type, age, gender and mode of travel. 

Figure 1: How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following….. 

 Strongly 
agree Agree Neither  Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the 
New Inn Junction (157) 

18% 5% 3% 15% 59% 

The changes make it safer for me to cycle in 
Darby's Lane (138) 

17% 5% 7% 18% 53% 

The changes make it safer for me to walk in 
Darby's Lane (141) 

14% 4% 7% 16% 58% 

The changes have encouraged me/my family 
to travel to school on foot/by bicycle (125) 

10% 2% 5% 11% 71% 

Bases (as shown) 

Impact on mode of travel 

The chart below shows how people’s mode of travel is likely to change since the launch of the 

scheme. Results vary by date of response, respondent type, age and mode of travel. 

Figure 2: Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following when 
travelling in the area? 

Bases (as shown)  

23%

5%

16%

15%

60%

62%

48%

57%

16%

32%

36%

28%

1%

1%

car or motorcycle (146)

public transport (121)

cycle (134)

walk (139)

More likely No change Less likely Don't know
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Impact of the trial. 

Overall, one in five (20%) of respondents feel a positive impact from the changes, with just over two 
thirds (68%) feeling a negative impact.  Impact varies by date of response, respondent type, qualities 
groups and mode of travel. 
 

Figure 3: How much of an impact, if at all, do the changes have on you? 

 
Base = (158) 

 

Comments about the scheme 

Respondents were asked to explain how they felt about the changes and the impact they would have 

on them. 139 respondents provided feedback to this question.  29 comments related to positive 

aspects of the scheme. This included being ‘safer for cyclists and/or pedestrians’ and ‘less 

congestion/pollution’. 

The highest number of comments (105) related to congestion, delays in journeys, impact on 

surrounding roads and pollution. This included 52 respondents commented about the impact of 

increased traffic on the surrounding roads, with Dorchester Road (n=21) and Hennings Park Road 

(n=16) being the main roads mentioned. 

46 comments related to not seeing why the changes are necessary.  20 comments related to 

safety, with some respondents mentioning specific roads, the impact on pedestrians and children of 

speeding and increased traffic. The impact on emergency vehicles was mentioned by 4 

respondents. 7 comments related to accessing the car park or local businesses. 

Other comments 

Respondents could make any other comments or suggested about the changes. 107 respondents 

provided an answer.  

59 respondents commented that they did not want the changes and want the closure to be removed. 

Further to this, 15 respondents explained the negative impact of the changes.  

24 respondents made alternative suggestions, including putting speed bumps, having one section 

one-way, reducing the speed limit, closing Henning Park Road to cars/turn it into a cul-de-sac, and 

using Wingfield Avenue as the closed route for cyclists to access onto Darby’s Lane. 

Four respondents commented that they agreed with the proposals.  

20%

6%

68%

5%

Positive impact Mixed positive and
negative impact

Negative impact No impact
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4. Consultation Results 

As of 21 February 2021, 160 respondents took part in the consultation.  

Respondent profile 

62% of respondents were residents living in Oakdale, 59% travel through the area for work, leisure or 

other, 29% are BCP residents, 25% use local services, 20% work in the area and 4% live in Darby’s 

Lane, have a business in the area or are a member of a local group or organisation. 

Figure 4: Respondent type 

 
Bases (as shown)  

 

How respondents travel through the area 

The vast majority of respondents travel through the area by car/van (91%), with 48% travelling on foot 

and 38% by bike. 7% travel by bus. 

Figure 5: How travel through the area 

 
Base = 157 respondents 

62%

59%

29%

25%

20%

4%

4%

4%

1%

4%

A resident living in Oakdale? (99)

Someone who travels through the area for work, school,
leisure or other? (94)

A BCP resident (not living in Darby's Lane or Oakdale)?
(46)

Someone who uses the local services (Oakdale Park,
Library, Learning Centre)? (40)

Someone who works in the area? (32)

A resident living in Darby's Lane? (7)

Someone who owns/runs a business in the area? (6)

A member of a local group or organisation? (6)

A visitor to Poole? (2)

Other  (6)

1%

1%

1%

3%

7%

38%

49%

91%

Taxi

Wheelchair

Other

Motorbike/moped/Scooter

Bus

Bicycle

On foot

Car/van
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Car ownership 

Nearly all respondents (97%) own, or have use of, a car. 

Figure 6: Own, or have use of, a car 

 
Base = 159 respondents  

 

On average, how often do you travel to, or through, this area? 

92% of respondents travel through the area once a week or more often, with 44% travelling through 

every day. 

Figure 7: How often travel to/through this area 

 
Base = 158 respondents  

 

Respondents by response date 

29% of respondents completed a form before the scheme was implemented. The highest proportion of 

respondents (41%) completed a form during the first four weeks, with 29% competing a form after four 

weeks of the launch of the scheme.  

  

97%

3%

44%

4%

11%

13%

4%

5%

11%

4%

3%

1%

Every day

6 days a week

5 days a week

4 days a week

3 days a week

2 days a week

At least once a week

At least once a fortnight

At least once a month

Less than once a month
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Levels of agreement with aspects of the trial 

Respondents were asked how strongly they agree or disagree with a number of statements about the 

ETRO. The overall responses are shown below:  

• 74% disagree that Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn Junction. 23% agree.  

• 71% disagree that the changes make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's Lane. 22% agree. The 

results are broken down by those who cycle below. 

• 74% disagree that the changes make it safer for me to walk in Darby's Lane. 18% agree. The 

results are broken down by those who walk in the area below. 

• 82% disagree that the changes have encouraged me/my family to travel to school on foot/by 

bicycle. 12% agree. The results are broken down by those who travel to school below. 

Figure 8: How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following… 

  
Bases (as shown) 

Views differ by respondent type, how they travel to/through the area and by age and gender, as shown 

in more detail on the following pages. 

  

18%

17%

14%

10%

5%

5%

4%

2%

3%

7%

7%

15%

18%

16%

11%

59%

53%

58%

71%

Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New
Inn Junction (157)

The changes make it safer for me to cycle in
Darby's Lane (138)

The changes make it safer for me to walk in
Darby's Lane (141)

The changes have encouraged me/my family to
travel to school on foot/by bicycle (125)

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree
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Views by respondent type 

Levels of agreement vary by respondent type.  

Figure 9: Levels of agreement with statements by respondent type. 

Bases (as shown) 

 

  

21%

11%

18%

6%

28%

18%

16%

18%

3%

22%

17%

6%

13%

3%

24%

13%

6%

10%

4%

16%

5%

7%

6%

3%

5%

6%

8%

6%

7%

8%

5%

3%

2%

3%

3%

3%

3%

4%

6%

8%

7%

5%

7%

3%

8%

5%

14%

10%

5%

16%

15%

15%

16%

13%

19%

16%

18%

21%

16%

14%

19%

13%

20%

13%

12%

9%

8%

15%

13%

53%

67%

56%

69%

46%

51%

54%

50%

66%

46%

58%

58%

61%

73%

55%

68%

83%

74%

74%

63%

Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn Junction

A resident living in Oakdale? (96)

A BCP resident (46)

travels through the area for work/school/leisure/other (93)

Someone who works in the area? (32)

uses the local services (Park, Library, Learning Centre) (39)

make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's Lane

A resident living in Oakdale (89)

A BCP resident (37)

travels through the area for work/school/leisure/other (82)

who works in the area (29)

uses the local services (Park, Library, Learning Centre)? (37)

make it safer for me to walk in Darby's Lane

A resident living in Oakdale (92)

A BCP resident (36)

travels through the area for work/school/leisure/other (82)

Someone who works in the area? (30)

uses the local services (Park, Library, Learning Centre) (38)

encouraged me/my family to travel to school on foot/bike

A resident living in Oakdale (78)

A BCP resident (35)

travels through the area for work/school/leisure/other (72)

who works in the area (27)

uses the local services (Park, Library, Learning Centre) (32)

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree
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Views by equalities groups 

 

Views differ by age and gender. Other equalities groups are too small to report any differences. 

Age Those aged 35-44 have lower levels of agreement than other age groups, with 
those aged 18-34 have higher levels of agreement. 

 

Gender Females have higher levels of disagreement than males. 
 

 

Figure 10: Views on the changes by equalities age and gender

  

Bases (as shown) 
 

 
 

  

18%

20%

5%

23%

24%

14%

16%

24%

20%

5%

19%

24%

18%

18%

22%

14%

16%

5%

13%

25%

9%

15%

17%

10%

21%

5%

10%

7%

13%

9%

15%

5%

5%

3%

2%

14%

3%

7%

3%

9%

9%

4%

6%

4%

5%

3%

6%

9%

3%

6%

2%

7%

3%

0

5%

7%

7%

15%

6%

6%

5%

13%

3%

7%

21%

5%

0

6%

14%

7%

10%

5%

5%

3%

10%

6%

6%

5%

15%

20%

10%

20%

17%

7%

16%

10%

20%

11%

19%

24%

18%

16%

18%

16%

16%

10%

22%

19%

9%

18%

13%

11%

5%

15%

13%

14%

6%

15%

9%

58%

50%

86%

54%

52%

57%

66%

51%

45%

79%

53%

38%

50%

50%

51%

58%

47%

76%

63%

44%

59%

57%

54%

71%

68%

80%

67%

66%

75%

70%

65%

Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn Junction

Age

18 - 34 years (20)

35 - 44 years (21)

45 - 54 years (35)

55 - 64 years (42)

65+ years (28)

Gender

Female (70)

Male (70)

make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's Lane

Age

18 - 34 years (20)

35 - 44 years (19)

45 - 54 years (32)

55 - 64 years (34)

65+ years (22)

Gender

Female (56)

Male (65)

make it safer for me to walk in Darby's Lane

Age

18 - 34 years (19)

35 - 44 years (21)

45 - 54 years (32)

55 - 64 years (36)

65+ years (22)

Gender

Female (61)

Male (63)

encouraged me/family to travel to school on foot/bike

Age

18 - 34 years (19)

35 - 44 years (20)

45 - 54 years (30)

55 - 64 years (29)

65+ years (16)

Gender

Female (53)

Male (55)

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree
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Views by response date 

As the table shows below, respondents views varied through the first six months of the trial. More 

respondents strongly disagree before the launch and in the first four weeks, with respondents reporting 

higher levels of agreement after the first four weeks. 

Figure 11: Views on aspects of the trial by response date 

 
Bases, as shown. 
 

  

13%

8%

37%

7%

7%

44%

7%

7%

34%

5%

7%

25%

3%

13%

5%

2%

10%

4%

2%

8%

3%

7%

4%

5%

10%

7%

3%

7%

5%

11%

8%

4%

17%

15%

13%

22%

21%

10%

20%

17%

11%

21%

7%

7%

65%

69%

37%

56%

64%

33%

62%

69%

37%

71%

78%

57%

Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New…

Before Launch (46)

First four weeks (65)

After four weeks (46)

make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's Lane

Before Launch (41)

First four weeks (58)

After four weeks (39)

make it safer for me to walk in Darby's Lane.

Before Launch (45)

First four weeks (58)

After four weeks (38)

encouraged me/family to travel to school on foot/bike

Before Launch (38)

First four weeks (59)

After four weeks (28)

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree
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Views on the proposals by how people travel through the area 

Views on the proposals vary by how people travel through the area. 

• 49% of cyclists agree that Darby’s Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn Junction. 44% 

disagree. This is followed by 34% of those who travel on foot (61% disagree). 19% of those who travel 

by car agree, with 77% disagreeing. 

 

• 46% of cyclists agree that the changes make it safer to cycle in Darby’s Lane. 52% disagree. 

 

• 28% of those who travel through the area on foot agree that the changes make it safer for them to 

walk in Darby’s Lane. 66% disagree. 

Figure 12: Views on aspects of the trial by how travel through the area 

Bases (as shown) 

  

27%

15%

39%

23%

15%

36%

22%

12%

30%

16%

10%

24%

7%

4%

10%

8%

5%

10%

6%

3%

7%

3%

2%

5%

6%

7%

5%

8%

12%

17%

10%

14%

20%

16%

14%

17%

15%

13%

12%

12%

49%

60%

34%

49%

54%

36%

52%

60%

41%

61%

72%

55%

Darby's Lane should prioritise cycling at the New Inn Junction

On foot (75)

Car/van (141)

Bicycle (59)

make it safer for me to cycle in Darby's Lane

On foot (71)

Car/van (123)

Bicycle (58)

make it safer for me to walk in Darby's Lane

On foot (77)

Car/van (125)

Bicycle (54)

encouraged me/family to travel to school on foot/bike

On foot (62)

Car/van (113)

Bicycle (42)

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree



 

15 
 

Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following when travelling in the 

area? 

• The changes would make 23% of respondents more likely to travel by car or motorcycle when 

travelling in the area. 60% would not make any changes and 16% would be less likely to travel by car 

or motorcycle. 

• The changes would make 32% of respondents less likely to travel by public transport. 5% would be 

more likely to travel in this way. 

• 16% would be more likely to cycle, 48% would make no change and 36% would be less likely to cycle. 

• 15% would be more likely to walk, 57% would make no change and 28% would be less likely to walk 

as a result of the changes. 

Figure 13: Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following when 
travelling in the area? 

Bases (as shown) 

  

23%

5%

16%

15%

60%

62%

48%

57%

16%

32%

36%

28%

1%

1%

car or motorcycle (146)

public transport (121)

cycle (134)

walk (139)

More likely No change Less likely Don't know
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Changes to mode of travel by date of response 

Changes to mode of travel change by date of response, as shown in the chart below, with more 

respondents being less likely to use their car or motorcycle (33%) and more likely to cycle (38%) or walk 

(34%) after four weeks of the scheme being implemented. 

Figure 14: Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following when 
travelling in the area by response date 

  
Bases (as shown) 

 

Changes to mode of travel by mode of travel used 

Changes to mode of travel vary by mode of travel used, as shown in the chart below. 

Figure 15: Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following when 
travelling in the area by mode of travel 

 
Bases (as shown) 

  

20%

30%

15%

3%

6%

6%

8%

7%

38%

5%

9%

34%

69%

59%

53%

66%

59%

63%

46%

50%

46%

59%

58%

54%

11%

8%

33%

32%

33%

31%

46%

43%

15%

37%

33%

12%

car or motorcycle

Before Launch (45)

First four weeks (61)

After four weeks (40)

public transport

Before Launch (38)

First four weeks (51)

After four weeks (32)

cycle

Before Launch (39)

First four weeks (56)

After four weeks (39)

walk

Before Launch (41)

First four weeks (57)

After four weeks (41)

More likely No change Less likely Don't know

19%

24%

15%

7%

4%

5%

25%

12%

36%

24%

12%

29%

59%

62%

53%

61%

62%

71%

48%

48%

50%

55%

57%

56%

19%

13%

30%

30%

33%

24%

28%

40%

14%

20%

31%

15%

car or motorcycle

On foot (69)

Car/van (134)

Bicycle (53)

public transport

On foot (56)

Car/van (111)

Bicycle (42)

by cycle

On foot (69)

Car/van (121)

Bicycle (56)

walk

On foot (74)

Car/van (127)

Bicycle (55)

More likely No change Less likely Don't know
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Changes to mode of travel by respondent type 

Changes to mode of travel change by respondent type, as shown in the chart below. 

Figure 16: Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following by 
respondent type 

 

Bases (as shown) 

  

22%

28%

23%

44%

24%

5%

3%

18%

12%

16%

22%

18%

6%

12%

21%

57%

58%

58%

48%

59%

57%

64%

64%

41%

67%

47%

50%

50%

50%

51%

57%

55%

59%

61%

58%

19%

12%

17%

7%

16%

36%

33%

30%

55%

30%

35%

38%

34%

46%

27%

25%

39%

29%

39%

21%

car or motorcycle

A resident living in Oakdale (89)

A BCP resident (43)

travels through for work/school/leisure/other (90)

Someone who works in the area (27)

Someone who uses the local services (37)

public transport

A resident living in Oakdale (74)

A BCP resident (36)

travels through for work/school/leisure/other (73)

Someone who works in the area (22)

Someone who uses the local services (30)

by cycle

A resident living in Oakdale (88)

A BCP resident (34)

Travels through for work/school/leisure/other (80)

Someone who works in the area (26)

Someone who uses the local services (37)

walk

A resident living in Oakdale (93)

A BCP resident (33)

Travels through for work/school/leisure/other (82)

Someone who works in the area (28)

Someone who uses the local services (38)

More likely No change Less likely Don't know
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Changes to mode of travel by age 

 

Views differ by age, however the numbers in each group are small. There is no difference by gender, and 

other equalities groups are too small to report any differences. 

Age Those aged 18-34 (44%) and 35-44 (47%) are more likely to use their car/motorcycle than 
other age groups, and less likely to use public transport, walk and cycle than other age 
groups. 

 

Figure 17: Do the proposed changes make you more or less likely to use the following by age 

 
Bases (as shown) 

 

44%

47%

15%

13%

19%

6%

7%

10%

21%

5%

10%

24%

22%

21%

5%

12%

23%

10%

44%

37%

71%

68%

58%

41%

47%

65%

69%

71%

32%

50%

43%

55%

56%

37%

58%

58%

56%

75%

6%

16%

15%

20%

19%

47%

53%

35%

24%

19%

47%

45%

47%

21%

22%

42%

37%

30%

21%

15%

6%

4%

6%

car or motorcycle

18 - 34 years (16)

35 - 44 years (19)

45 - 54 years (34)

55 - 64 years (40)

65+ years (26)

public transport

18 - 34 years (17)

35 - 44 years (19)

45 - 54 years (26)

55 - 64 years (29)

65+ years (21)

by bicycle

18 - 34 years (19)

35 - 44 years (20)

45 - 54 years (30)

55 - 64 years (38)

65+ years (18)

walk

18 - 34 years (19)

35 - 44 years (19)

45 - 54 years (33)

55 - 64 years (39)

65+ years (20)

More likely No change Less likely Don't know



 

19 
 

Impact of the changes 

Overall, one in five (20%) of respondents feel a positive impact from the changes, with just over two 
thirds (68%) feeling a negative impact.  
 
 

Figure 18: How much of an impact, if at all, do the changes have on you? 

 
Bases (158) 

 

The results vary by respondent type, equalities groups, when responded and how people travel 
through the area, as shown in the next few pages. 
 

Views by response date 

Impact changes by response date, as shown in the chart below. 43% of respondents report a positive 

impact after four weeks (46% report a negative impact), compared to 9% before launch (74% report a 

negative impact) and 12% in the first four weeks (80% report a negative impact). 

Figure 19: How much of an impact, if at all, do the changes have on you by response date 

 
Bases (as shown)  

20%

6%

68%

5%

Positive impact Mixed positive and
negative impact

Negative impact No impact

9%

12%

43%

9%

5%

7%

74%

80%

46%

9%

3%

4%

Before Launch (47)

First four weeks (65)

After four weeks (46)

Positive impact Mixed positive and negative impact Negative impact No impact
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Views by how travel through the area 

• Impact varies by how people travel through the area, with two in five of those who travel through 
the area by bicycle (40%) feeling a positive impact and 45% a negative impact.  

 

• Those traveling by car/van have greatest negative impact (72%), with 16% having a positive 
impact. 

 

• Just under three out of ten of those who travel on foot (27%) have a positive impact.  62% having a 
negative impact. 

 
Figure 20: How much of an impact do the changes have by how travel through the area 

  

Bases (as shown) 
 

Views by respondent type 

Impact varies by respondent type, as the chart below shows.  

• Around three quarters (78%) of BCP residents and those who work in the area (75%) report a 

negative impact. 

• Around two thirds of residents living in Oakdale (67%), those who use local services (67%) and 

those who travel through for work (68%) report a negative impact.  

• 23% of those who use local services, 22% of residents living in Oakdale, 17% of those who travel 

through the area for work, 16% of BCP residents have a positive impact. 
 

Figure 21: How much of an impact, if at all, do the changes have on you by respondent type 

   
Bases (as shown) 

  

27%

16%

40%

8%

7%

10%

62%

72%

45%

3%

5%

5%

On foot (77)

Car/van (142)

Bicycle (58)

Positive impact Mixed positive and negative impact Negative impact No impact

22%

16%

17%

6%

23%

6%

7%

10%

13%

8%

67%

78%

68%

75%

67%

5%

5%

6%

3%

A resident living in Oakdale? (99)

A BCP resident (not living in Darby's Lane or
Oakdale)? (45)

Someone who travels through the area for work,
school, leisure or other? (94)

Someone who works in the area? (32)

Someone who uses the local services (Oakdale
Park, Library, Learning Centre)? (39)

Positive impact Mixed positive and negative impact Negative impact No impact
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Views by equalities groups 

Age Those aged 55-64 (29%) and 65 and over (28%) report a higher positive impact 
than other age groups.  
Those aged 35-44 (95%) report the highest negative impact from the changes, 
with three quarters (75%) those aged 18-34 reporting a negative impact. 

 
Gender Females (76%) report a more negative impact than males (56%). 
 
Figure 22: How much of an impact, if at all, do the changes have on you by equalities groups 

 

 

Bases (as shown) 
 

 

 

  

20%

5%

17%

29%

28%
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25%

11%

5%

14%

3%

10%

75%

95%

66%

64%

52%

76%

56%

5%

0

6%

2%

7%

1%

8%

Are you aged:

18 - 34 years (20)

35 - 44 years (21)

45 - 54 years (35)

55 - 64 years (42)

65+ years (29)

Gender

Female (70)

Male (71)

Positive impact Mixed positive and negative impact Negative impact No impact
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Comments about the trial 

Respondents were asked to explain how they felt about the changes and the impact they would have 

on them. 139 respondents provided feedback to this question which have been coded into themes to 

make them easier to interpret. Please note that where respondents have provided comments that 

relate to more than one theme, their feedback has been categorised into multiple categories.  

103 of the respondents disagreed with the changes, 29 agreed and 6 were undecided.  

In terms of impact, 97 of the respondents who commented felt that the changes would have a negative 

impact on them, 26 felt that the changes would have a positive impact and 10 respondents who felt 

that it would have both a negative and a positive impact provided a response, while 5 respondents 

who felt that it would have no impact or did not know what impact the changes would have them 

provided a response.  

Responses were coded in to six themes relating to ‘positive comments’, ‘congestion’, ‘safety’, 

‘cannot see why the changes are needed’, ‘access’ and ‘other comments’.  

Theme Number of comments 

Positive comments 29 

Congestion 105 

Safety 20 

Cannot see why the changes are needed 46 

Access 7 

Other comments 18 

 

Positive comments 

There was a total of 29 comments that related to positive aspects of the scheme. This included being 

‘safer for cyclists and/or pedestrians’, ‘less congestion/pollution’ and ‘other reasons’. 

15 respondents felt that the changes made the road safer for cyclists and/or pedestrians. 

‘I fully support the changes that have been made and feel that it has made a positive impact on 

the increased  use of walking and cycling. In addition to this I feel much safer walking in this area 

around Darbys Lane and Hennings Park Road - my Family and I are fully supportive of this 

closure and would like to see it continue. We have seen more people cycling and walking in and 

around and using the cycle lane which can only be a good thing for reducing traffic and our 

carbon footprint. Well done BCP for encouraging and supporting this’ 

‘With less motor vehicles - I feel a lot safer when cycling along Darby's lane’ 

‘I cycled through this area yesterday and was pleasantly surprised at how congestion free it was. 

I felt safer turning left onto Fernside Road, where I live, at the end of Darby's Lane.’ 

‘I have always walked or cycled as preference. Doing this is now safer and more pleasant as 

there are no cars racing to get to the lights at the junction. What traffic travels on Darby’s Lane is 

slower. My family feel more inclined to cycle now. Henning’s Park Road is quieter too and he 

speed of any traffic is lower. On the rare occasions I drive to town I find going via Oakdale traffic 

lights is no hardship’. 

‘I use the park to walk my dog and before was difficult to cross the road as I am a little bit slower 

than others as I have a bad back and use a walking stick, and cars would race down to traffic 

lights but now it’s much quieter and easy to cross both for me and families with young children 

and pushchairs’ 
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‘It is much safer when crossing Darby’s Lane on foot and Darby’s Lane itself is much quieter due 

to less traffic and therefore better to walk along.  Cycling across from Darby’s Lane traffic lights to 

Wimborne Road is much safer as there are no cars right behind you sometimes coming too 

close.  Hennings Park Road is much quieter due to no traffic speeding down the road to get to 

the lights.’ 

‘I live in the adjacent road. The closure not only makes it safer for pedestrians at the crossing but 

those crossing Derby's Lane - anywhere between the New Inn and the community centre. Mainly 

because before the road closure vehicles would speed towards the New Inn hoping to hit the 

lights on Green, not looking out for pedestrians or cyclists attempting to cross. Also vehicles, 

especially during the morning rush hour, would be queuing for the lights right back to the 

community centre. These queuing vehicles have to pull in quite close to the kerb so as to allow 

vehicles to pass in the other direction…So by queuing close to the kerb they are blocking the 

cycle lane and there is often no safe passage for cyclists.’ 

The benefit of less congestion and pollution were commented on by 7 respondents. 

‘I live in Hennings Park Road…I was very sceptical in the beginning  and it added a lot of traffic in 

the first couple of weeks initially. But now I see what an improvement it has made to traffic in the 

area and the safety issue to cyclists and walkers. As I say in the beginning, I was against the trial 

but now I would against reopening the junction.’ 

‘Very happy to discover this. You put it in a very good place. It's due south of the only pleasant 

cycle route across the A3049 [the footbridge] that links up with off-road cycle routes that head 

north to Wimborne. Darby's Lane previously had much stationary queuing traffic and the bad 

air pollution from that traffic made going to the park with youngsters not worth it. I now cycle to 

Oakdale library instead of driving there because it's pleasant instead of high-risk. You removed a 

car road that was most of the time a congested rat run used by people in cars and vans in a hurry 

to cut out one set of traffic lights. Now the whole of that road and the vicinity of the park feels 

transformed to a nice place to be rather than slow car storage.’ 

‘I cycled through this area yesterday and was pleasantly surprised at how congestion free it was.’ 

Seven other positive comments were made about the scheme and wanting it to be retained. 

‘I hope that it will stop drivers dashing down Hennings Park Road to get to the traffic lights and 

that it will encourage people to cycle/walk.’ 

‘I live on Fernside Road and am very pleased with this change’ 

‘The changes are positive and should be retained.  There was a short time before the traffic 

signal timings were altered and now it's fine and actually the junction works better than before.’ 

‘I have lived on Hennings park road for x years and have longed for the day when this would be 

implemented. The road is a death trap with cars trying to beat the lights to travel in to Poole 

during the morning rush hour, I have nearly been hit on several occasions by all manner of 

vehicles exceed the speed limit to get through the lights. It will also stop people using Hennings 

Park road as a rat run from Dorchester Road.’ 
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Congestion 

105 comments related to congestion, delays in journeys, impact on surrounding roads and 

pollution. 

‘I have always used this route when driving into Poole from Canford Heath.  It is quicker and cuts out 

one set of traffic lights…if I can't use the road it makes my journeys more complicated and longer.’ 

‘Having to drive round neighbouring residential roads to get to where I need to...further distance 

and causing more traffic in residential roads’ 

‘For driving it has had a negative impact (which will probably make you happy), the traffic lights at 

Dorchester Road have changed very little to allow for the extra traffic and the lights at the New 

Inn have not been changed, so all the traffic stops, polluting the area more. The lights on 

Darby's Lane still change as if cars were going that way, even though there are no bikes or 

pedestrians around.’ 

‘The pollution in Wimborne Rd is bad enough already…Cars using the Darby’s Lane exit helped 

to minimise this pollution in one major road.’ 

‘Wingfield Avenue will now be used as a cut through and the parking in Darby’s Lane will be 

removed. Those cars will now add to the overcrowded Nansen Avenue and surrounding roads.’ 

‘The measures put in place reduce the flow of traffic on this stretch, arguably making it safer for 

both pedestrians and cyclists, but the benefit is marginal and it does add a slight delay to motor 

vehicles heading to town.’ 

‘I live in Fernside Road, but I access my house from Winterbourne Ave. When school traffic starts 

up in sept it will be a massive pain…going onto Wimborne Road with all the other traffic to get to 

my house. Open up the junction!!!!!’ 

This included 52 respondents commented about the impact of increased traffic on the surrounding 

roads, with Dorchester Road (21 respondents) and Hennings Park Road (16 respondents) being the 

main roads mentioned. 

‘Getting out of Darby’s Lane either direction is difficult at the best of times as no one lets you out.   

There will be more cutting through Henning’s Park Road and potentially causes for more 

accidents as this is a residential area where kids play.’ 

‘I don't quite understand how the changes improve things for cyclists & walkers. You can 

currently only exit Darby's Lane at those traffic lights in a car. I don't see how closing that end 

improves things. People will still drive down there & potentially make Hennings Park Road & 

Pound Lane busier. Vehicles can still drive along Darby's Lane…’ 

‘I am watching the traffic fly up the Road making Hennings Park Road like a racetrack....an 

accident waiting to happen!!!!!’ 

‘We live on Hennings Park Road at the junction with Kingsbere Road. It has always been a 

relatively quiet road…but since the closure…we have already noticed a significant increase in the 

volume of traffic through our road and at the Kingsbere Road junction. There have been several 

large lorries and trucks and a lot of these are travelling at quite a speed which is concerning as a 

lot of residents have children who will be walking/cycling to school.  I can't see how closing the 

New Inn junction makes it safer to walk or cycle as vehicles still have access along Darby's Lane 

and are finding the junction closed and redirecting through Hennings Park Road.’ 

‘I live on Hennings Park Road with children, I would be more inclined to agree if there was a 

traffic calming system in place. The road has turned into a dangerous rat run. I nearly had my car 

door taken off by a speeding car. I am a keen cyclist and runner, this has had no positive impact 

on either.’ 
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‘I fail to see what benefit this will have to cyclists and…This will increase traffic along Hennings 

Park Road and Dorchester Road, where lots of children walk to school, this making it more 

dangerous for them in the morning rush hour.’ 

‘Living in Nansen Avenue…This has simply created a bottle neck at the Dorchester Road traffic 

lights for residents trying to travel towards Lower Parkstone.’ 

‘Higher levels of traffic on Dorchester Road at the traffic lights, more cars waiting causing more 

pollution. Increased journey time due to queuing, I have to get to Poole train station regularly and 

it is not viable to walk or cycle.’ 

‘Traffic has been redirected on to Dorchester Road / Wimborne road as a consequence. This 

has lead to increased queues, a LOT of emissions and irate drivers becoming impatient. I have 

personally witnessed 2 near deadly incidents in the last month. As a result I will no longer allow 

my children to cycle along these roads. I have to use a car for travel, and I am now adding to the 

extra frustration, delays and blockages at the various lights.’ 

 

Safety 

20 comments related to safety, with some respondents mentioning specific roads (as above), the impact 

on pedestrians and children of speeding and increased traffic. 

‘Traffic will back up on Dorchester Rd from Oakdale traffic lights making it more difficult for 

pedestrians to cross the road and increasing danger to cyclists.’ 

‘It will be no safer for pedestrians as the cyclists speed along anywhere they can. At least as a 

through road pedestrians know to watch for cars’ 

‘Kingsbere Road is also hugely popular with cyclists, especially school children cutting through 

to the various schools in the area. You've just made the road significantly more dangerous for 

them and also for the parents who park in this road and Hennings Park Road to drop their 

children to school.’ 

‘It has made the road more dangerous than it has ever been, we are possibly days away from an 

accident. People that are not observing the signs, which would make it their own fault, do not 

know of any other alternate route. So they are resolving this by reversing around the corner of 

Rowland Avenue, which has a relative amount of traffic coming down it. These safety concerns 

should of been considered before a decision was made on closing the road. Maybe some 

additional diversion sings could of been implemented.’ 

‘This closure is causing a delay in me driving to the lifeboat station. Alternative routes add 

significant time to the journey which delay my arrival and could delay the launch of the lifeboat.  

Cars that miss the road closure signs at Dorch/Derbys junction are speeding along Darby's Lane 

and up Hennings Park Road to get themselves back on route.’ 

The impact on emergency vehicles was mentioned by 4 respondents. 

‘Long car queues forming. Last Saturday at approx 13:15 not busy the queue was back to the 

chip shop. Impact on emergency services stuck in queues surely adding time to get to hospital 

etc’ 

‘As an emergency vehicle driver, all the 'experimental' road closures are massively compromising 

safety for patients, as sat-navs direct the vehicles to closed roads. The road closures also cause 

drivers of private vehicles to get lost.’ 
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Access 

7 comments related to accessing the car park or local businesses. 

I imagine those on Hennings park road are not happy and the small shops on the corner must not 

be either as the small car park entrance is on Darby’s lane. 

When using the shops and local businesses will make it more dangerous to turn right at the 

darbys lane junction to get out because of more traffic. 

This blockage will not change my method of travel. It might make it less likely I will use the shops 

and businesses there because it has made it harder to exit south from the small car park on my 

way home from work. 

Cannot see why the changes are needed  

46 comments related to not seeing why the changes are necessary. 

‘Absolutely pointless and a huge waste of money. The road is not high risk and the road itself is 

very wide with plenty of pavement for pedestrians to walk on. It will also create bigger problems 

on the other major routes causing more congestion to our existing busy roads.’ 

‘Not a problem area. What a waste of money. We live in Nansen Ave and can't understand the 

need for the proposed changes.’ 

‘This is not a busy road and I have rarely seen cyclists using the route. I live close by and see 

absolutely no positive benefit to this, it just makes journeys from our home more difficult. My 

family cycle and this would be of no use to them. It seems to be a way to use up (waste) money 

on a completely useless project. My suspicion is that there is another motive behind this, 

because it certainly isn't for the benefit of pedestrians or cyclists.’ 

‘I travel through the lights 7 days a week. For work and pleasure. I cannot for the life of me see 

how this will make any useful difference. It certainly won't help cyclists as how will they now cross 

at the lights. I both cycle and drive so give utmost respect to cyclists at lights and on all roads.’ 

‘I have cycled that route before and have never had a problem.’ 

‘Pointless closure bringing more congestion to Dorchester Road and Wimborne Road’ 

‘I do not understand what is to be gained by closing Darby’s Lane. It just means that there will be 

increased traffic through Hennings Park Road or through the Oakdale lights. This will not deter 

motorists nor encourage walkers/cyclists. I now just take a longer route in my car which is surely 

entirely defeating the purpose? I cycle regularly too and have never found that junction more of a 

problem than any other busy junction in Poole.’ 

‘There is absolutely no reason to block this area off. When was the last RTA in this area? The 

traffic lights are still being used so why cannot cars be there? It is creating more pollution as cars 

now have to drive all the way round to Wimborne road rather than the shortcut through Darby’s 

lane. I imagine those on Hennings park road are not happy and the small shops on the corner 

must not be either as the small car park entrance is on Darby’s lane.’ 

Other comments 

There were 18 other comments about the changes, this included some suggestions and a question; one 

person wanted to know ‘How the scheme will be judged on whether it is successful?’ 

‘It would have been better to close off my road [Wingfield Avenue] to become the cycle route to 

Darby’s lane’ 

‘The ONLY way to improve cycling is to have separated cycle paths away from roads! Not to close 

junctions for cars. People who cycle and walk are car drivers too!’  
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Other comments and suggestions 

Respondents were asked to make any other comments or suggested about the changes. 107 

respondents provided an answer to this question. Please note that where respondents have provided 

comments that relate to more than one theme, their feedback has been categorised into multiple 

categories.  

84 of the respondents disagreed with the changes, 18 agreed and 4 were undecided.  

Responses were coded in to four main themes, relating to ‘do not agree with the changes’, ‘impact of 

the changes’, ‘suggestions’ and ‘agree with the changes’. 

Theme Number of comments 

Do not want the changes / change it back 59 

Impact of the changes 15 

Suggestions 24 

Agree with the changes  4 

 

Do not want the changes 

59 respondents commented that they did not want the changes and want the closure to be removed. 

‘Don’t change it. There is already a cycle waiting area at lights.’ 

‘This junction already has traffic lights so don't see the point of closing it at all’ 

‘Please put it back’ 

‘Yes, don’t do them. The road is fine.’ 

‘Yes don't do it, it is a waste of time you won't stop traffic it will just increase the flow up Hennings 

Park Road or Pound lane. Darbys Lane will be one big car park which still won't help cyclists.’ 

‘This will do nothing to help cyclists. It is perfectly adequate as it is.’ 

‘Yes, leave it alone. It works perfectly well as it is.’ 

‘Change it back to normal. Means less car going to one set of light which means they get to 

where they are going quicker. Which means they are on the roads for less time. Less pollution, 

less traffic, less stand still traffic.’ 

Impact of the changes 

Further to this, 15 respondents explained the impact of the changes.  

‘Please remember that many people who use cars do so because they are disabled, care for the 

disabled or do split shifts. Cycling is not possible for everyone. The recent proposals are making 

me want to leave my house less.’ 

‘Reopen the New Inn junction to make Hennings Park Road quieter and safer again.’ 

‘also likely to impact my use of the local business because of the hassle it will now cause.’  

‘You are ruining a perfectly good flow You will increase traffic through to Pound lane off 

Dorchester rd You are creating a huge traffic flow problem’ 

‘This road isn't really used for vehicles travelling 'north' as it's practically a one way anyway. I use 

this road every single day for work and it's simply not busy enough to warrant this scheme. It will 

however increase traffic at surrounding junctions.’ 
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‘With staggered school starting times and most children being in different schools don’t you think 

you are adding pressure to the road routes during peak times?...most people that turned in down 

to Darby’s Lane then turned off to Hennings park Road, then to pound Lane to get onto 

Wimborne road. 1) not safe for people living on Hennings Park Road. Residential cars parking off 

road, so cars using Hennings Park Road are now causing congestion as the road isn’t big 

enough for through road traffic…we do walk to use the local services such as the library or park 

or Tesco express, but when you work outside Poole, time is so precious that travelling by car is 

the only option to drop your children off at school/nursery setting/ family member.’ 

‘I am particularly upset that a recent email newsletter (entitled Temporary active travel measures 

reviewed)…made comment that the Ward Councillors for the Oakdale area were reporting that 

the scheme was "successful". I am concerned that these ward councillors are not reflecting the 

true feeling this area…The closure of the Darbys Lane road at the New Inn junction is HUGELY 

unpopular in the area - made worse by the fact that even this "trial" has gone on for far too long. 

Annoyed local businesses (losing trade), frustrated locals not being able to use our normal 

routes... PLEASE REMEMBER most people cannot (or are not able to) walk and cycle... These 

changes are clearly there for the few, not the many. Yes, we must reduce carbon footprint, use 

more public transport, but not by draconian measures like this. PLEASE LISTEN AND TALK TO 

LOCAL PEOPLE.’ 

Suggestions 

24 respondents made suggestions instead of prioritising cyclists at the junction, including putting speed 

bumps, having one section one-way, reducing the speed limit, closing Henning Park Road to 

cars/turn it into a cul-de-sac, and using Wingfield Avenue as the closed route for cyclists to access 

onto Darby’s Lane. 

‘Put speed bumps or traffic calming on Derby's lane to slow down the traffic rather than stopping 

it completely and leave the new in junction open to cars.   Extend the cycle lane all the way along 

Derby's Lane’’ 

‘I believe a better option would be to make that section one way. town-bound and have just one 

lane available to motor vehicles. This would then free up space to  add a 2 way cycle route and 

possibly increase the width of the pavement.’ 

‘maybe to make the road one way travelling from Dorchester Road.  there are so few cyclists and 

pedestrians using this road that it will be largely unused by anyone if this implementation goes 

ahead.  it is safe to walk and ride a bicycle along this road anyway so there doesn't seem to be 

‘any valid reason to close the road to cars.’ 

‘close entrance from the doctor’s surgery end to Hennings Park Road to stop through traffic.’ 

‘have a cycle lane on the pavement or the road!!!’ 

‘Re-open the road and just make it left-hand turn only.’ 

‘Reduce the speed limit on that section of Darbys Lane.’ 

‘To be positive: I would suggest that within the ETRO scheme , to increase the flow of traffic 

‘along the A35 through the New Inn junction, that the traffic light sequencing from Derbys Lane 

onto and across the A35 is made request only (as would be a pedestrian crossing) The volume of 

cyclist only using this junction does not warrant a regular traffic light cycle.’ 

‘Could you not close it at junction with Dorchester Road, only allowing access to those who live 

on Darby's Lane or those wishing to go to the vet? Admittedly not sure how you do that!’ 

‘On most of Oakdale's narrower roads it is not safe to drive at more than 20mph, especially 

where cars are parked on both sides. Please take a look at Hennings Park Road, Pound Lane, 

Gorsehill Road and Hunt Road and consider adding a 20mph speed limit and double-yellow lines 

on one side to prevent parking on both sides of narrow roads. Many pedestrians, cyclists and 

youngsters on scooters going to/from work and school. Also consider adding 'Engine off' 'Engine 
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on' lights next to the traffic...Traffic lights at Oakdale library and at the New Inn have long timings 

but non-locals will not know that it is worth switching off their engine until the green light.’ 

‘Perhaps close off the bottom of Hennings Park Road to cars?‘ 

‘Make the permanent ’obstruction’ to cars more attractive than the current planters?’ 

‘The signage needs to be a lot clearer on the junctions of Darbys Lane and Dorchester Road. 

Hennings Park road has also become a car park for workers leaving their cars outside residential 

properties all day often making it impossible for family or visitors to park, it would benefit from 

parking restrictions.’ 

‘Yes put single lines at the beginning of Brampton Road, so cars can’t park all day. Or better still 

block it off at the end going on to Dorchester Road.’ 

‘Close it off like your plans but allow vehicles to turn from Wimborne Rd into Fernside Rd at the 

New Inn, this makes much more common sense’ 

‘Would have been better to close Wingfield Avenue at Dorchester Rd end to traffic and let cyclist 

and pedestrians use this route.’ 

Agreeing with the proposals 

Four respondents commented that they agreed with the proposals. 

‘About time that people were prioritised, instead of vehicles.’ 

‘I hope that the change will be made permanent.  Henning’s Park Road could be made a cul de 

sac at the Darby’s Lane end?’ 
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Appendix – Respondent Profile Information 

Equalities profile 

The equalities profile is shown below. 

There is a higher proportion of males and females, and fewer respondents under 35 years than would 

be expected. Percentages are not shown for any groups that have subgroups with less than ten 

respondents. 

Figure 23: demographic and equalities profile 

Group Breakdown Number % 

Gender 
Male 72 51% 

Female 70 49% 

Age 

18 - 34 years 20 14% 

35 - 44 years 21 14% 

45 - 54 years 35 24% 

55 – 64 years 42 28% 

65 +years 30 20% 

Disability 

Yes, limited a lot  <10 - 

Yes, limited a little <10 - 

No 109 - 

White British 119 - 

Ethnicity 

White Other <10 - 

BME <10 - 

No religion 62 - 

Religion Christian 54 - 
 Other religion <10 - 
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Respondent postcodes 
 

139 respondents added a postcode that could be mapped. The maps below shows the postcodes of 

respondents. The first is of the area surrounding Darby’s Lane, and the second shows all respondents 

in the BCP area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 
Equality Impact Assessment: conversation screening tool  
 
 
[Use this form to prompt an EIA conversation and capture the output between officers, stakeholders and 
interested groups. This completed form or a full EIA report will be published as part of the decision-making 
process] 

Policy/Service under 
development/review: 

To extend the existing trial of arrangements to reduce 
through motor traffic on Darby’s Lane in the Oakdale 
(Council) ward of Poole for a further 3 months and to 
introduce a new experimental order on Kingsbere Road to 
reduce through motor traffic. 
From 7 August 2020, the arrangement to cease through 
motor traffic on Darby’s Lane was created to provide a safer 
environment for people who cycle along this road. Emphasis 
was placed on prioritising cyclists at the junction with 
Wimborne Road (New Inn). Funding was initially provided by 
the Department for Transport (DfT), for Emergency Active 
Travel Schemes. After a trial period, the recommendation is 
to continue providing the measure – termed a ‘Modal Filter’ 
and to expand the scope of the scheme by providing a 
similar measure on Kingsbere Road to take account of traffic 
impacts arising from the original scheme.  
Darby’s Lane is one of the highest used cycle routes in the 
BCP Council area with high potential for future growth.    

What changes are being made to 
the policy/service? 

The modal filter on Darby’s Lane was one of a series of 
initial emergency active travel measures introduced during 
summer 2020 and a single EIA was compiled at the time 
detailing anticipated impacts, pending responses to 
consultations just before and during the period of the 
measures being in place. The recommendation is to 
continue this trial for a further 3 months and introduce a new 
modal filter on Kingsbere Road to provide a broader scheme 
to reduce the impact of motor traffic over a wider area. A 
consequence of through traffic not being able to use Darby’s 
Lane is higher traffic volumes elsewhere locally. To allow a 
further 3 months extension of the original Emergency Traffic 
Regulation Order (ETRO), the recommendation is to provide 
a similar measure on Kingsbere Road to create a wider low 
traffic neighbourhood. 
  

Service Unit: Transport and Engineering  

Persons present in the 
conversation and their 
role/experience in the service:  

Richard Pearson – Transport Network Manager  
Richard Barnes – Service Unit Equalities Champion  
Beth Barker-Stock – Senior Walking and Cycling Officer  

Conversation dates: 

Started 28 May 2020, for original EIA for initiation of  Active 
Travel Schemes. Ongoing conversations as part of project 
group. Review following consultation responses and 
questionnaire report - March 2021 onwards. 

Do you know your current or 
potential client base? Who are the 
key stakeholders? 

People who travel through the area – on all forms of 
transport – including people accessing Oakdale Park, 
Library and the learning/community centre. 



    

 

Parents/carers and children/students travelling to/from 4 
local schools and Poole High School. The schools 
themselves.     
Local residents.  
Local businesses. 
BH Active Travel Forum.  
Local Chambers of Commerce and Trade. 
Organisations on the statutory consultation list for Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TRO) including the emergency services 
– Police, Fire, Ambulances, Taxi associations/operators and 
DOTS Disability - community interest company.   
Bournemouth Transport – Yellow Buses.  
Go South Coast – More Bus.  
Beryl Bikes (BCP Council cycle/scooter hire partner) 

Do different groups have different 
needs or experiences in relation to 
the policy/service?  

The recommendation to continue the trial and restrict 
through traffic in a second location, will uphold the original 
aim to encourage active travel. Guided by local research 
and consultation, reducing the impact of traffic generally, by 
improving the amenity for people that walk and cycle, will 
contribute to a more inclusive transport network. As some of 
our residents, especially in areas of high social deprivation, 
do not own cars, enabling cycling, will deliver travel 
improvements for these communities. These aims were one 
of the reasons why the government funding was provided. 
Prioritising active travel will result in less pollution and better 
air quality, this benefits all of us but especially people with 
respiratory conditions. Reducing through traffic and 
prioritising cyclists at the New Inn junction, as part of a 
route, well used by people who cycle, will provide an 
improved travel environment – especially for less confident 
cyclists as an outcome. Extending the trial for a further 6 
months will continue to provide the original aims of the 
scheme – noting that all the restrictions of the pandemic are 
still to be lifted.  
The proposal to provide a second motor traffic restriction in 
the scheme area is intended to enhance the original aims. 
Similar to the Darby’s Lane measure, responses following 
the measure being introduced will be used to decide if the 
ETRO is extended or becomes permanent.  
Information as to different groups experience of the scheme 
is obtained from a consultation questionnaire and more 
formal Emergency Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) 
consultation. The questionnaire received 160 responses and 
the formal ETRO consultation 31. The questionnaire was 
evaluated by protected characteristics. The relatively low 
numbers of responses, compared to other schemes, meant 
that age and gender were the only characteristics where 
differences were evident. The findings are detailed but the 
small sample size means conclusions need to be tempered. 
People with access to cars are also significantly 
overrepresented comparing the profile of respondents with 
the local area. One of the reasons for the trial was to 
improve the environment for active travel to schools, with 4 
schools locally and on a route to Poole High School. As the 



    

 

questionnaire only covers those over 18, children who are 
likely to benefit will not feature in any analysis.  
The questionnaire asked for levels of agreement with 
aspects of the trial for the first, implemented part at Darby’s 
Lane. These were – whether cycling should be prioritised at 
the New Inn junction, whether the changes make it safer 
cycle/walk, and whether the changes encourage travel to 
school by cycling and walking. Overall, between 71-82% 
disagreed with these aspects. Respondents were also asked 
for impact of any changes, 68% considered there was a 
negative impact.   
For age – all age bands showed overall disagreement with 
the questions on aspects of the trial, with the 35-44 age 
group showing notably lower support at just 5% for 
prioritising cycling compared to other age groups. Higher 
levels of agreement with the scheme were indicated by the 
18-34 age group ranging between 25% to 37% agree or 
strongly agree for the questions. The over 65 age group 
showed slightly lower levels of agreement than other age 
bands though not as low as the 35-44 group.  
When asked about the impact of the trial, all age profiles 
indicated a majority negative impact, the 55-64 and 65+ age 
groups showed higher levels of positive impact at 29% and 
28% respectively. The 35-44 age group indicated just a 5% 
positive impact response, the higher comparative support in 
the aspect questions from the 18-34 age group were not as 
evident in the impact question with a 20% positive view.  
For Gender, men and women both showed overall 
disagreement with the aspects of the trial question, men 
showed higher levels of agreement – 31% supporting 
prioritising cycling compared to 19% for women.  
For the question about impact of the scheme the same 
general gender difference was shown, with men showing a 
slightly higher positive impact at 25%, compared to 20% for 
women.  
Low numbers of responses from other equality groups mean 
differences are too small to report. Other active travel 
schemes have received clear opposition from disabled 
people and its notable that this has not happened for the 
Darby’s Lane trial.  
As each of the separate Active Travel Schemes have come 
up for review an EIA has been provided. Impacts vary 
between schemes, for the Evening Hill scheme the 35-44 
age group showed the second highest level of agreement for 
providing a cycle lane of any age group, for the Darby’s 
Lane trial the same age group showed clearly the lowest 
level of agreement.  
The consultation questionnaire also compared responses 
based on location, whether people travel through the area, 
use of local services, whether work in the area and if 
involved in a business. All categories showed overall levels 
of disagreement, but this was least pronounced among 
people accessing local services and by Oakdale residents. 
The highest levels of disagreement were from workers in the 
area. Responses were also looked at by how people travel 



    

 

through the area with cycling, walking and by car able to 
show differences. For the question should cycling be 
prioritised at Darby’s Lane – New Inn junction, people who 
cycle showed slightly higher levels of agreement – 49% 
compared to 44% disagreement. For all the other questions 
responses by all forms of travel through the area, including 
cyclists showed more disagreement than agreement with the 
intended trial outcomes.  
For impact of the scheme people that travel through the area 
by car showed a 16% positive impact, on foot was 27% and 
for cyclists 40%. 45% of people who cycle considered the 
scheme had a negative impact so higher than the numbers 
who gave a positive impact.  

Will the policy or service change 
affect any of these service users?  
 

From the responses, the predominant view amongst all 
groups is that the trial and its intended outcomes are not 
generally supported and most view the trial as providing a 
negative impact. With these expressed views this is going to 
have an impact on people. The written responses indicate 
that displaced traffic on other roads in the area and resulting 
congestion is the main detriment of the trial. The 
recommended decision to continue for a further period and 
through a second modal filter aim to reduce through traffic in 
a wider area is a response to these concerns. There was 
evidence of more people agreeing to aspects of the trial and 
responding with a positive impact for replies received after 4 
weeks of implementation. This supports the 
recommendation to continue to allow the trial to realise its 
longer term intended outcomes. Extending the measure will 
continue to provide the existing benefits which are realised 
proportionately higher by some groups including people who 
walk and cycle, local residents and people using local 
services. Some comments received supporting the trial 
stated noticeable road safety improvements for people who 
walk and cycle who are more vulnerable highway users. The 
continuation of the trial will benefit these people and the 
case can be made that better safety outcomes are worth the 
trade off for slightly longer journey times for less vulnerable 
road users.  
The questionnaire did not evidence any adverse impacts for 
most protected groups – including disabled people, who 
have shown clear concerns for some other active travel 
schemes.  
97% of respondents to the questionnaire stated they has 
access to a car, for the Oakdale (council) ward 83% of 
households have access to a car, so motorists are over-
represented in the sample.   

[If the answer to any of the questions above is ‘don’t know’ then you need to gather more 
evidence and do a full EIA. The best way to do this is to use the Capturing Evidence form] 

What are the benefits or positive 
impacts of the policy/service change 
on current or potential service 
users?  

The only group that approached significant support for the 
trial were people who cycle. Continuing the modal filter 
designed to benefit cyclists will allow these benefits for those 
that did consider cycling should be prioritised.  
The introduction of a second modal filter to stop through 
traffic using Kingsbere Road is intended to reduce the 



    

 

impact of displaced traffic in the local area and if this works 
as intended more local residents will benefit.  
The trial showed slightly higher support for some age groups 
– 18-34 and 55 to 64 yrs. Slightly more support by men and 
from people using local services and Oakdale residents. 
Where people from these groups felt there was a benefit this 
will remain with the continuation of the trial. 
With disproportionate impacts of poor air quality for disabled 
people and children, and the detriment of high traffic levels 
for children’s development, continuation of the scheme will 
benefit these groups.  
Motor traffic using residential streets causes negative 
community impacts of congestion, noise and pollution. 
Continuing the existing measure and providing a new modal 
filter reduces the neighbourhood impact of traffic with a 
corresponding benefit. The junction is a site for personal 
injury accidents so continuing the trial will reduce the 
likelihood of road traffic accidents. Certain groups in our 
population are understood to be more likely to be involved or 
impacted more by accidents – the elderly, young people and 
some disabled people.   

What are the negative impacts of the 
policy/service change on current or 
potential service users? 

The extension of the trial will also continue the negative 
impacts indicated by responses to the questionnaire and 
formal consultation. Some groups, ages 35-44 yrs. women, 
car users and people that work in the area, based on their 
responses will be negatively impacted to a greater extent 
than other profiles.  
The second modal filter does requires interim re-location of 
two bus stops, the locations are near the present ones, 
some groups especially older or disabled people may be 
impacted as some may have further to access the stops, but 
others may be nearer, so any overall impact is likely to be 
neutral.  If this is raised as an issue as the scheme 
progresses, then liaison will take place to establish revised 
locations for permanent bus stops, depending on whether 
the trial becomes permanent.   

Will the policy or service change 
affect employees?  

Some BCP Council colleagues will live in Oakdale, travel 
though the area, use local services and have a view on 
aspects of the trial. 

Will the policy or service change 
affect the wider community?  

As travel through Oakdale is from a broad area, yes this will 
impact on the wider community. There are also impacts, 
considered positive, on schools in the area – Oakdale 
Junior, Stanley Green Infant, Longfleet Primary, St Mary’s 
primary and for travel to Poole High. The trial and its 
extension both in time and scope, intends to create an 
improved and safer environment for active travel to school.  
 

What mitigating actions are planned 
or already in place for those 
negatively affected by the 
policy/service change?  

 

The proposal to provide a second modal filter is anticipated 
to reduce some of the impacts, particularly displaced traffic 
concerns, by working towards a coherent Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood – LTN. Experience from the trial showed 
that the existing measure on its own resulted in changes in 
local traffic that suggested wider measures were needed.   



    

 

Summary of Equality Implications:  
 

Darby’s Lane was one of a series of active travel schemes 
introduced during the Summer of 2020. A full EIA was 
compiled collectively for the schemes. As HM Govt required 
schemes to be on the ground quickly due to the pandemic, 
details about how the measures could impact groups was 
not available prior to schemes being underway. Conditions 
allowed schemes to be implemented on an experimental 
basis with review after a period of evidence gathering from 
both formal and questionnaire consultations.  
Prior to implementation and guided by previous local 
research and consultation, equality benefits were anticipated 
by improving facilities for people that walk and cycle, as 
some of our residents, especially in areas of high social 
deprivation, do not own cars. The stated outcomes of HM 
Govt, funding included benefits to many of the higher risk 
people in society – including the elderly, BME citizens and 
people with heath limiting disabilities - through providing 
additional space for social distancing giving more confidence 
to travel locally.  
A period of over 6 months allowed reasonable time for 
responses to be received, which were evaluated based on 
differences from and within protected groups. Compared to 
other schemes Darby’s Lane received lower numbers of 
responses and any full equality impacts for some groups 
were not differentiated. Due to the small sample size care is 
needed not to over-interpret the results. Significant 
differences were only shown for age and gender. Some age 
groups showed slightly more agreement with the trial than 
others, but notable was the significant disagreement for the 
35-44 age group. For gender men were less pronounced in 
their opposition compared to women. There were more 
pronounced variations in disagreement and impact based on 
where people live, how they travel, if they use local services, 
work in the area and the time the response was received. 
There will be different profiles for these groups, but any 
conclusions can only be supposed.  
In the context of responses showing relatively low levels of 
agreement, extending and enhancing the trial will not 
evidence further impact for any protected groups compared 
to the initial trial. By allowing more time and modifying the 
scheme to anticipate reducing traffic impacts arising from 
the initial 6 months period, more of the intended original 
benefits should be realised. Providing a safer overall 
environment to encourage take up of active travel is more 
inclusive and for this scheme there are not corresponding 
impacts on other protected groups by extending the trial.  
With disproportionate impacts of poor air quality for disabled 
people and children, and the detriment of high traffic levels 
for children’s development, extending the time and scope of 
the trial will continue to provide benefits to these groups. 
Supportive comments received about the environmental, 
climate change, road safety, activity and health benefits will 
be realised through expanding the existing trial.  
The extension of the trial for a further 6 months will allow 
continued responses to be collected to establish impacts 



    

 

both positive and negative of a more substantial area where 
motor traffic impacts are reduced.  

 

For any questions on this, please contact the Policy and Performance Team by emailing 
performance@bcpcouncil.gov.uk  

mailto:performance@bcpcouncil.gov.uk


 

 
Service Unit: 
Transport and 
Engineering 

 RISK ASSESSMENT RECORD 

 Assessor/s: Richard Pearson Reference: EATF T1WR 

 

 

  
 

Hazards identified Who might be 
harmed and how 

Existing control measures Further action required 

Action By 
when 

Person 
responsible 

Operations team installing 
point closure in Kingsbere 
Rd (i.e. bollards and 
planters) 

Motorists, cyclists 
and pedestrians 

Chapter 8 NRSWA compliance None N/a Neighbourhoo 
d Services Site 
Supervisor 

Increased road casualties 
on traffic diversion routes 

Vulnerable road 
users (pedestrians 
and cyclists), and 
all road users. 

Diversion routes not inherently unsafe Monitor impacts on road safety Ongoing 
and 
during 
trial. 

Road Safety 
Team Leader 

Increased bus journey 
times on alternative 
routes. 

Bus users, 
increased journey 
time. 
Bus operators, 
increased costs. 

Current service operating parameter 
known. 

Work with bus operators to 
monitor. 

During 
trial. 

Sustainable 
Transport 
Policy 
Manager 

 

Date: 23/6/21 

Review date: ongoing 

 

Activity assessed: 

Continuation of Darbys Lane ETRO and installation of new ETRO in Kingsbere Rd 
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